STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in The Link on the 5th October 2016.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), Ms H Clewett, R Brent, Mrs B Braidley, Mrs E Balmforth, C Brookes, J K Knibbs, P Gleave and Mrs E Daly. There were five parishioners and members of the public present.
1.       APOLOGIES


Councillor R Brewer.  
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 7th September 2016 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

i) Footpath CL20/18. B&NES has confirmed that the Japanese knotweed is being dealt with and that the brambles have been cleared.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman informed the meeting that the Clerk has resigned. A working party will be set up at the next meeting to organise recruiting a replacement.
6a.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Cymanda, Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton
Erection of two storey side extension, alterations and vehicular access.
Support.

6b.
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Telecommunications Mast79033, Wick Rd, Stowey 
Installation of a new column and the removal of a nearby column. Installation of a new equipment cabinet.
Approved.
6c.
PLANNING APPEALS
i)             The Nursery, Folly Lane, Stowey
Erection of agricultural building

Appeal against refusal.

For information only.

6d.
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPEALS
i) Parcel 3567, Stitchings Shord Lane, Bishop Sutton 
Residential development of up to 32 dwellings and associated infrastructure.
Appeal dismissed.

7.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor gave an update on Stowey Nursery. 
8.
REPORT FROM CHEW VALLEY FORUM
Councillor Ms Clewett gave a report on the recent meeting. The next meeting will take place on 29th November at the Library in Chew Valley School.
9.
CONSULTATION ON LOCAL COUNCIL TAX SCHEME
B&NES is consulting on proposed changes to the Local Council Tax scheme. It was agreed that the Parish Council is broadly in agreement with the proposed changes.
10.
CONSULTATION ON LOCAL COUNCIL PRECEPTS
The Government is consulting on proposed changes to referendum principles in relation to Local Councils. The proposed changes will allow referendum principles to apply to Local Councils with a precept larger than £500,000. It was agreed that the Parish Council accepts the principle, but wishes to ensure that it is not widened in the future to include small authorities with precepts significantly below £500,000, as a very minor overall precept rise can easily exceed the 2% threshold proposed.
11.
RECREATION GROUND

Three quotes have been received from contractors for draining the recreation ground. As the cost of this work is to be met from the Section 106 funds a preferred contractor was agreed and B&NES will need to agree this before a contractor can be appointed. It was therefore proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed that the Council’s preferred contractor is D B Gibbons of West Harptree. B&NES will be advised of this. 
11.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS, PAVEMENTS, DITCHES/DRAINS


i)
Hedges and ditches at the recreation ground.


New Leaf has enquired whether the Council would like the hedges and ditches around the recreation ground cut and cleared as they carried out this work last year. It was agreed to defer this decision to the November meeting.

ii)
HGV signs, Sutton Hill Rd, Bishop Sutton. 


B&NES has agreed to add the wording “No access to the Quarry” to the weight restriction signs on Sutton Hill Road.
12.
FOOTPATHS

i)
CL20/26 to Stitchings Shord Lane. 
It was reported that some rerouting of the path appears to be in progress. This will be checked with B&NES.
ii) CL20/19 and CL20/33 Burledge.

It was reported that there are several problems. The boggy part is still boggy although this was to have been remedied by B&NES during the summer. The steps are being trampled by cattle.

There is also a bull loose and electric fencing has been put up for safety but this criss crosses the paths. These problems will be reported to B&NES.

iii) CL20/18 Stowey Mead.

It was reported that there is a large hole on the approach to Cradle Bridge which is probably a redundant badger sett. This will be reported to B&NES.  

14.
FINANCES


i)
Financial Report and Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£1,305.47
Clubs and Societies Reserve



£28,130.20
Cheques to pay: -

Filer’s Coaches (1837



£100.00
Bishop Sutton Village Hall Committee (1838)
£270.00

New Leaf Tree & Garden Services (1839)

£450.00
Salaries (1840 & 1841)



£502.10
Clerk’s Expenses (1841)



£4.40
HMRC (1842)




£27.00
It was recommended that £2,000.00 be transferred from the Reserve to the Current Account. Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Mrs Braidley, seconded by Councillor Brent and unanimously agreed.
15.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 2nd November 2016 at The Link, beginning at 7.30pm. 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.45pm.
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