STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in The Link on the 2nd March 2016.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), R Brent, A Thornhill, Mrs E Balmforth, Mrs B Braidley, J K Knibbs, Ms H Clewett, R Brewer, Mrs E Daly and P Gleave. There were three parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES


There were none.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd February 2016 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

Item 7. a) i) Milford Head. Councillor Betton and Councillor Mrs Daly declared an interest as a neighbour.

5.
RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR TATHAM


Councillor Tatham has resigned for personal reasons. The Chairman thanked 
him for over fourteen years of service and commitment to the Council and it 
was agreed that a letter of thanks will be sent to him.
6.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
There was no report this month.
 7a.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
i) Milford Head, Stitchings Shord Lane, Bishop Sutton.
Erection of two, single storey dwelling houses (Use Class 3) with associated garages and parking areas following demolition of the existing buildings. (Outline application with access and layout to be determined and all other matters reserved).
Councillor Ms Clewett took over the chair for this item.

Councillors Betton and Mrs Daly did not take part in this item.

A vote was taken on no support for this application and was resolved as five in favour, one against and two abstentions.

No support for the following reasons.

Conflicts with policies SSHP02, SSHP03, SSHP04 of the Stowey Sutton Neighbourhood Plan and also highways and flooding issues. Full wording of the response will be available at www.stoweysuttonpc.org.
7b.
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS
i) The Byre, The Street, Stowey
Erection of extension following demolition of conservatory.
Permit.

ii) Bondene, 25 Highmead Gardens, Bishop Sutton
Erection of new, two storey, three bedroom detached house on land at 25 Highmead Gardens.

Withdrawn.

7c.
TREE PRESERVATION ORDER

B&NES has a made a Tree Preservation Order dated 3rd February 2016 in respect of three trees in the garden of 25 Highmead Gardens, Bishop Sutton.
7d.
RESPONSE TO APPEALS LINKED TO THE CAPPARDS EXTENSION
It was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Gleave and unanimously agreed that a response should be sent to the Secretary of State which states that Stowey Sutton Parish Council would contend that regardless of the status of the B&NES five year housing land supply, the purpose of a plan led development system is to ensure that communities develop in a controlled and sustainable way. This aim is further supported by the Localism Act, which empowers individual communities to actively plan the development of their settlements, providing they comply with the targets set within Local Council and national planning policy. 

The Stowey Sutton Neighbourhood Development Plan clearly complies with these requirements and continues to support further growth that meets an identified need to 2029. Permitting this appeal for a further 35 additional dwellings, which do not meet the criteria or aims of the Stowey Sutton Neighbourhood Stowey Sutton Parish Council plan would significantly undermine not only our Neighbourhood Plan, but the status and value of neighbourhood plans as a part the plan led development system. 

The Cappards Road appeal shared a single appeal ground with the two previously linked appeal cases, which is that the appellant contended that B&NES Council could not demonstrate an up to date five year housing land supply and that as a consequence the application for 35 additional dwellings at Cappards Road should be granted under the terms of the NPPF. 


As a result Stowey Sutton Parish Council would contend that the findings of the Planning Inspector Geoffrey Hill at the public enquiry and in the Judgement Mr Justice Holgate, only those conclusions relating to the five year housing land supply relevant to the Cappards Road appeal should be considered by the Secretary of State when reaching his decision.

Full wording of response available on www.stoweysuttonpc.org.
 7.
FLOODING IN BISHOP SUTTON ON 6TH FEBRUARY 2016

The Chairman has compiled some reports of flooding on the 6th February 2016 
which were supplied by parishioners. It was agreed that this will be sent to 
B&NES so that they have some evidence of the problems which affect this 
parish during heavy rainfall.
8.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

The District Councillor reported that B&NES will receive some transitional relief from central government which will be £1.8M over two years. He also gave some information on devolution. 

At this point the meeting was opened for a parishioner to speak.

The meeting resumed with the next item. 
9.
CHEW VALLEY AREA FORUM REPORT
Councillor Ms Clewett had attended the recent meeting and gave a report which included a crime update and some information on the West of England Joint Spatial Plan and the Chew Valley Transport Strategy. Also included was information on rural broadband and the intention to review the Parish Charter. The next meeting will be held on 28th April. 
10.       B&NES GREEN SPACES STRATEGY
Councillor Ms Clewett explained that this was a key agenda item with presentation at the Chew Valley Area Forum. The strategy is being updated by B&NES as a requirement of the NPPF. Residents and Parish Councils are invited to respond to the strategy by March 31st 2016.There was some question as to the meaning of a “destination park” in the Chew Valley (which B&NES refer to) and this will be raised with them. It was also felt that the survey B&NES had commissioned   (carried out  )to form the basis of their proposals had not been very wide ranging and whilst the results had apparently shown that there is a shortage of allotments, the survey recently carried out by Jane’s Pond for the Village Park project shows that there is no real support for allotments in this parish. It was therefore agreed that a copy of this survey will be sent to B&NES. It was further agreed that whilst B&NES are considering this subject the long awaited Chew Valley Recreational Trail around Chew Valley lake, will be raised with them.

11.
PCAA REPORT

Councillor Ms Clewett had attended the recent meeting and gave a report 
which included information on a new noise report, expansion of the airport, 
ecology report, and the local community fund. The next meeting is in June.
12.
UPDATE ON LITTER PICKING

Councillor Gleave has twenty volunteers and is organising the necessary equipment with B&NES. It is intended that the litter pick will take place on 9th April.

It was mentioned that there seems to be a reduction in litter bins in the parish, particularly in the lay by at Stowey and near the bus stop at Ruhgrove Gardens where bins have been removed. It was agreed to ask B&NES if these bins could be reinstated as this will help with keeping the village tidy.
13.
H.M THE QUEEN’S 90TH BIRTHDAY

We have been advised that the Red Lion will be holding a Barbeque on the 23rd April during the day.


It was proposed by Councillor Daly, seconded by Councllor Gleave and unanimously agreed that a commemorative tree will be planted in the parish. A budget of £100 was agreed for this.

14.
HER MAJESTY’S COURTS & TRIBUNALS SERVICE

There has been a consultation for the South West Region Estates. Further details can be found at www.bathnes.gov.uk
15.
TO CONSIDER HOSTING A PUBLIC MEETING ON RURAL BROADBAND

It was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Brent and unanimously agreed to set a budget of £200 to host a public meeting to provide information on fast broadband when this becomes available.
16.
ROTARY CLUB OF CHELWOOD BRIDGE 


Nominations are sought for the Rotary Club of Chelwood Bridge Community Award. There were no suggestions.
17.
DATE OF MAYORAL REFERENDUM


The Chairman wished to remind everyone that the date of the Mayoral referendum is 10th March 2016 and he encouraged everyone to vote.

18.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS, PAVEMENTS, DITCHES/DRAINS


i)
Road closures. Information was given on the proposed road closures for the Chew Valley 10K and 1K which both take place on the 19th June 2016.

ii)
Ham Lane. It was reported that despite some recent repairs there are still many large potholes. As this has been reported several times, the matter will now be escalated further at B&NES.

iii)
Stowey. It was reported that there has been some ply tipping at the top of the hill. This will be reported to B&NES.


v)
Stowey Hill and Hayes Pond Corner. It was reported that the road edges are breaking up and falling away. This matter will be raised with B&NES.

vi)
Whitecross/Sutton Hill Rd. It was reported that the weight restriction sign has been damaged and has fallen over. This will be reported to B&NES.
19.
FOOTPATHS

There was nothing to report.
20.
FINANCES


i)
Request for grants.


a)
Bishop Sutton Pre School and Forest Club.


It was proposed by Councillor Brent, seconded by Councillor Mrs 
Braidley and unanimously agreed to grant £500 to the Bishop Sutton 
Pre School and Forest Club towards the cost of their insurance. 

ii)
Salary increase for parish cleaner.



It was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Mrs 
Balmforth and unanimously agreed that the hourly rate for the parish 
cleaner by increased to £7.20 as from the 1st April 2016 in line with the 
new living wage.  


iii)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£1,079.66
Clubs and Societies Reserve



£34,118.87
Cheques to pay: -

Filer’s Coaches (1778)



£100.00
SPOILT (1779)

New Leaf Tree & Garden Services (1780)

£160.00

N.E Somerset & Bath Methodist Circuit (1781)
£140.00

Stowey House Farm (1782)



£16.45

Salaries (1783 & 1784)



£519.45
Expenses (1784)




£25.14
HMRC (1785)




£39.80
New Leaf Tree & Garden Services (1786)

£400.00

Jane’s Pond Ltd (1787)



£2040.00

A J Drysdale (1788)




£150.00

Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Thornhill, seconded by Councillor Brewer and unanimously agreed.
21.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 6th April 2016 at 7.30pm in The Link.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.10pm.
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