STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in The Link on the 1st June 2016.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), R Brent, J K Knibbs, P Gleave, Mrs E Balmforth, A Thornhil, Ms H Clewett, R Brewer and Mrs E Daly. There were eight parishioners and members of the public present.
1.       APOLOGIES


Councillor Mrs B Braidley.
2.
MINUTES
i)
The minutes of the Annual Parish meeting held on 4th May 2016 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

ii)
The minutes of the AGM held on 4th May 2016 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

iii)
The minutes of the meeting held on 4th May 2016 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman had received an email from the Bath Film office advising that some television filming will be taking place in Bishop Sutton on 3rd June.
 6.
REPORT FROM THE ORGANISERS OF VALLEY FEST
The meeting was opened for two of the organisers of the Valley Fest to speak. They gave information on their plans for numbers, stalls, music, site safety and noise management and also answered questions.
7a.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
There were none.
7b.
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

There were none.
7c.
PLANNING INFORMATION
i) 25 Highmead Gardens, Bishop Sutton
B&NES has now made the Tree Preservation Order and if no objections are received they will be able to confirm the order.

8.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

The District Councillor confirmed that B&NES has made a further response to 
the Secretary of State in respect of the Cappards Farm planning application 
which endorsed their five year land supply. The decision is expected to be 
made on 7th July 2016.
9.
STOWEY QUARRY UPDATE
Councillor Ms Clewett had attended a recent meeting convened by District Councillor Pritchard at the request of the Stowey Sutton Action Group which was also attended by a representative from the Environment Agency. She advised that there are several concerns about recent activity at the quarry which include large lorries breaching the weight limit, what infilling is taking place and whether it is in fact inert waste. The District Councillor reported that today B&NES has issued a Stop notice which means that the Environment Agency can enter the premises to carry out inspections. The District Councillor has reported the problem with the large lorries to the cabinet member for Highways and hopes he will try to get some enforcement carried out by the Police. Meanwhile the parish council would encourage anyone noticing lorries breaching the weight restriction to report this to the Police.
10.       UPDATE ON PARK PROJECT AT RECREATION GROUND
Councillor Ms Clewett presented some slides which had been received from Jane’s Pond. The four design options had been voted upon at the second consultation and of the four there were two which received more votes. These were design 2 with 39% of the votes and design 4 with 47% of the votes. Design 1 did not receive any votes and design 3 received 13%. There were 100 votes cast. Jane’s Pond then produced a complete final design which modifies design 4 to incorporate some of the comments supporting other designs, specifically, screening on the south edge and more space between properties backing onto the recreation ground and play equipment.. The parish council will need to make a decision at a later meeting on whether it wishes to carry out the improvements and which design it wishes to proceed with.
11.
RECREATION GROUND


i)
Request for use of the ground by B&NES for play sessions on 29th 
July 2016.


This was unanimously agreed.

ii) Request for use of the ground by the Cricket Club.

This was unanimously agreed. A copy of the Club’s insurance certificate has been received.

iii) Request for use of the ground for the construction of a Santa Sleigh.

The Council was informed that an alternative site has been found.

12.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS, PAVEMENTS, DITCHES/DRAINS


There was nothing to report. 
13.
FOOTPATHS

CL20/26 Village Hall to Stitchings Shord Lane. It was reported that this path has been blocked with barbed wire. This will be reported to B&NES.

CL20/18 The Mead, Stowey. It was reported that this path is overgrown and also the Japanese knotweed is now due for its final injection. This will be reported to B&NES.
14.
FINANCES


i)
Clerk’s salary review.

NALC has confirmed a cost of living increase of 12p per hour.

It was proposed by Councillor Betton and seconded by Councillor Brewer that the clerk’s salary be increased accordingly. This was unanimously agreed.

ii)
Request for a grant for Chew Valley 10K and 1K
It was proposed by Councillor Brent and seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth that a grant of  £400 towards the cost of safety barriers be made. This was unanimously agreed. 
iii)
Request for a grant for a Santa Sleigh.

At this point the meeting was opened for a parishioner to speak.
The meeting resumed. The Sutton Society wishes to construct a Santa Sleigh to replace the current one which has been used to entertain villagers for several years. At present the sleigh consists of a trailer with a chair in it and they would like to construct something more substantial. It was proposed by Councillor Brent and seconded by Councillor Betton that a grant of £200 be made to towards the cost of this. This was unanimously agreed.

iv) To consider replacing the Parish Council’s laptop computer.

The current laptop computer is six years old and becoming very slow and has no battery back up power. It was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Daly and unanimously agreed that a replacement be purchased with a budget of £400. 

v)
Financial Report and Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£1,334.83
Clubs and Societies Reserve



£37,124.43
Cheques to pay: -

Filer’s Coaches (1803)



£125.00
Oak Accountancy Services  (1804)


£90.00
Jane’s Pond Ltd (1805)



£2,064.00
Salaries (1806 & 1807)



£527.70
Clerk’s Expenses (1807)



£2.95
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Brent and unanimously agreed.
15.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 6th July 2016 at The Link, beginning at 7.30pm. 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.05pm.
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