STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in The Link on the 3rd August 2016.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), R Brent, J K Knibbs, P Gleave, Mrs E Balmforth, R Brewer, Ms H Clewett, and Mrs E Daly. There were five parishioners and members of the public present.
1.       APOLOGIES


Councillor Mrs B Braidley.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th July 2016 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR THORNHILL
It was with regret that the resignation of Councillor Thornhill was received. The Chairman thanked him for twenty three years of service and commitment to the Council and it was agreed that a letter of thanks will be sent to him.
 6.
CO-OPTION
It was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Gleave and unanimously agreed that Mr Chris Brookes be co-opted to the Parish Council. The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was duly signed.
7.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
There was nothing to report, everything being covered by the items on the agenda.
8a.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Sutton Court, Sutton Court Access Road, Stowey.
Internal and external alterations to remove communal oil fired central heating and hot water system and replacement with individual LPG gas fired condensing boiler heating systems with boiler flues discretely positioned in walls and roofs.

Support.

ii) Telecommunications Mast 79033, Wick Rd, Stowey.

Installation of a new column and the removal of a nearby column. Installation of a new equipment cabinet.

Support.
8b.
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Ellen’s Farm, Hinton Blewett Rd, Stowey
Erection of a temporary agricultural worker’s dwelling. (Retrospective).

Permitted.
ii) Parcel 0074, Stowey Rd, Stowey 
Prior approval request for change of use from Agricultural Barn to Dwelling (C3) and for associated operational development.
Approved.

iii) Poole Farm, Sunnymead Lane, Bishop Sutton



Prior approval for the redevelopment and conversion of existing barn 

comprising workshop and garage to provide 3no. Self contained 


holiday rental flats (Use Class C3).



Approved.

8c.
TO CONSIDER REQUESTING A MEETING WITH PLANNERS AT 
B&NES
It was agreed to request a meeting with the Head of Planning at B&NES as recently there have been cases where the Parish Council’s response and Neighbourhood Plan has not been considered when decisions have been made.

8d.
LIGHTING AT SUMMER LEAZE
Following a meeting with a Highways Officer from B&NES together with the cabinet member for Highways, the District Councillor and the Chairman, B&NES has agreed to carry out a wider consultation on the matter of the street lighting at Summer Leaze.

9.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor reported that sentencing of Stowey Nursery Ltd and Mr A Hay for the recent conviction of failure to comply with a planning enforcement notice requiring demolition of the unauthorised building in Folly Lane, Stowey, took place on 28th July 2016 at Taunton Magistrates Court. 
10.
CHEW VALEY FORUM


The next meeting will be on the 29th September at Chew Valley School 
starting at 6pm. Councillor Ms Clewett volunteered to attend as will our newly 
co-opted Councillor Brookes.

11.
REQUEST FROM CURO


Curo has erected a “Residents only” parking sign on the bus shelter at 
Woodcroft. When they were advised that the bus shelter belongs to the Parish 
Council they made a request for the sign to remain stating that it has helped 
with parking difficulties for the elderly and vulnerable residents. It was 
unanimously agreed that the sign could remain on the bus shelter. 
12.
AVON & SOMERSET POLICE & CRIME COMMISSIONER PRIORITIES 
CONSULTATION


The consultation papers were circulated to all Councillors and a response 
agreed which will be completed on line, this being the only method of 
responding to the consultation.
13.
RECREATION GROUND


i)
Playful Parks session.

This took place on 26th July.

14.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS, PAVEMENTS, DITCHES/DRAINS


i)
2 and 3 Hillside Gardens, Bishop Sutton. 


It was reported that the hedges are overhanging the pavement causing an obstruction. The Clerk will write to the occupiers.
ii) New House, Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton. 

It was reported that the hedge is overhanging the pavement causing an obstruction. The Clerk will write to the occupier.

iii) Stowey. 

It was reported that many of the road signs are obscured by vegetation. This will be reported to B&NES.

iv) Road around Chew Valley Lake.

It was reported that many of the road signs are obscured by vegetation. This will be reported to B&NES.

v) Church Lane, Bishop Sutton.

It was reported that the road signs have again been turned around. This will be reported to B&NES.

15.
FOOTPATHS

i)
CL20/33 Burledge Common.

B&NES has previously agreed to repair the boggy and muddy part of this path but this has not yet happened. The Clerk will remind them.
iii) CL20/18 Stowey Mead. 
It was reported that parts of the path have been cut but that the sides are very overgrown making it difficult to use the footpath. This will be reported to B&NES.

16.
FINANCES


i)
Engagement Letter for Oak Accountancy Services Ltd.


Oak Accountancy Services Ltd carry out payroll services for the Parish Council and have requested a Letter of Engagement be signed. This has been reviewed by the Finance Working Party who recommend it be signed. This was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed. 

ii)
2015/16 Audit.
The Notice of Completion of Audit for the Financial Year ended 31st March 2016 has been received and there were no queries.
iii)
Replacement Cheque signatory.

Following the resignation of Councillor Thornhill it was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed that Councillor Ms Clewett become a cheque signatory.
iv)
Financial Report and Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£1,416.87
Clubs and Societies Reserve



£33,127.48
Cheques to pay: -

Filer’s Coaches (1820)



£100.00
New Leaf Tree & Garden Servcies (1821)

£260.00
Jane’s Pond (1822)




£2,196.00
Salaries (1823 & 1824)



£502.10
Clerk’s Expenses (1824)



£21.29
HMRC (1825)




£27.00
It was recommended that £3,000.00 be transferred from the Reserve to the Current Account. Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Brent and unanimously agreed.
17.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 7th September 2016 at The Link, beginning at 7.30pm. 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.10pm.
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