STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in The Link (former Methodist Church) on the 7th October 2015.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), K Tatham, A Thornhill, R Brent, R Brewer, J K Knibbs, Mrs E Balmforth, Ms H Clewett, Mrs E Daly and P Gleave. There were three parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES


Councillor Mrs Braidley.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd September 2015 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

i) Response from B&NES on comments made on the Placemaking Plan.

B&NES has confirmed that they have noted our comments and also they have re-affirmed the position in the Options document that there is no need or intention to allocate further sites for residential development in the Placemaking Plan.

ii) Response from B&NES on further comments on traffic for the building site at the School.

B&NES advise that they have had a response from the Contractor who will do their utmost to police the situation in and around the Contractors site compound.  Drivers are given a full induction and construction site management plan of the correct route they should be taking prior to them arriving on site; however, having said this it is somewhat more difficult to marshall the main road once the vehicle has left site, but B&NES will do their best to ensure this does not continue to happen. They are fully aware there are other vehicles that are not part of the school building works that travel around this area and, if they can be identified, should it happen again, B&NES will take this up with them directly.

4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman welcomed Paul Gleave and Elaine Daly as our two newest councillors to their first meeting. With their joining the Parish council has a full complement of councillors for the first time in over thirteen years

We have been informed by B&NES planning that they have now written to the owner of the property on land at Stitching Shord Farm advising them that the building on site is unauthorised and advising them that the Council is now considering its options. 
 6a.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
i) Pantiles, Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton

Erection of two storey rear extensions and internal alterations to existing dwelling (Resubmission).

Support

6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS.
i) Pantiles, Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton
Extensions and alterations to existing dwelling


Withdrawn
ii)
Parcel 2075, Stitchings Shord Lane, Bishop Sutton


Erection of 1 Farmhouse for agricultural occupation (Outline 
application with all matters reserved).  


Withdrawn.

iii)
12 Hillside Gardens, Bishop Sutton

Erection of two storey side extension and single storey front extension 
including rear dormer.


Permitted.

iv)
Longacre Barn, Bonhill Lane, Bishop Sutton


Prior approval request for change of use from Agricultural Barn to 
Dwelling (C3).


Allowed at appeal.

v)
Bonhill Barn, Bonhill Lane, Bishop Sutton


Prior approval request for change of use from Agricultural Barn to 
Dwelling (C3).


Allowed at appeal.

6c
B&NES INFORMATION ON THE PREPARATION OF THE WEST OF ENGLAND JOINT SPATIAL PLAN
B&NES has provided information and a proposed timetable on the preparation of a West of England Joint Spatial Plan. Further information will be provided in due course. It was proposed by Councillor Betton and unanimously agreed that we should write to B&NES to request that any review of the Green Belt includes a consultation to consider extending the green belt to include Bishop Sutton, which is currently in a very visible "dent" in the Green Belt’s boundary.
7.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

B&NES has issued a Final Decision Statement dated 11th September 2015 confirming that the Stowey Sutton Neighbourhood Plan has been “made”. The Plan now forms part of the Development Plan and the policies in the Plan will be given full weight when assessing planning applications that affect land covered by the Plan.

Councillor Knibbs wished to records his thanks to the Chairman and the Neighbourhood Planning team for their hard work in bringing about the Plan.

 8.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor reported that there are to be some improvements made at the Cappards play area. B&NES will be seeking feedback from the primary school on what might be the preferred option to the multi-unit that is being replaced. In order to do the work the play area will be closed for a short while and there will be a need to remove some fence panels and shrubbery which will be reinstated once the work has been completed by the end of the year.
He also gave some information on considerations being made at B&NES in

relation to the budget where some cuts in funding will be necessary. 
B&NES are implementing a new Connecting Communities service which it is

hoped will improve engagement with parishes.

9.
UPDATE ON PROGRESS FROM JANE’S POND
Jane’s Pond is currently preparing the consultation materials and aims to launch the public consultation soon.
10.      REPORTS OF ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR AT THE VILLAGE HALL

There have been more reports of anti social behaviour at two locations in Bishop Sutton as well as at the Village Hall. The Police have been involved and intend to try to identify the people concerned from the CCTV. It was noted that the problems lessen when the lights go out and the Village Hall Committee are considering turning the lights off earlier. Following concerns raised by councillors and parishioners about the unreasonable delays, reportedly of up to 45 minutes, before an operator answers the 101 police non-emergency crime reporting line, it was agreed to write to the B&NES chief executive highlighting our concerns. 


At this point the meeting was opened for parishioners to speak. The meeting resumed with the next item.
11.
CONSULTATION ON B&NES DRAFT LOCAL FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT STRATEGY

B&NES has provided information on their Draft Local Flood Risk Management Strategy. We were disappointed to note that there was no reference to the flooding experienced in this parish, notably in Ham Lane and Stitchings Shord Lane.
12.
REQUEST FOR VOLUNTEER SNOW WARDENS

If anyone would like to volunteer for this the Clerk has full details. Information will be included in the next Parish Magazine.
13.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS, PAVEMENTS AND DITCHES/DRAINS
i) Stowey.  It was reported that there had been damage to speed signs and bollards in Stowey. It was noted that these have since been repaired by B&NES.
ii) Village Hall car park. It was reported that there is a dead branch in an Ash tree which is overhanging the car park at the rear. The Clerk will contact the owner.
iii) A368. It was reported that the speed sign near to Westway Farm has been damaged. This will be reported to B&NES.
iv) Ham Lane. It was reported that the Stop lines painted at the junction with The Street are very faint and in need of repainting. This will be reported to B&NES.
v) A368 Hayes Pond Corner and junction with Folly Lane. It was reported that there is a pothole in each of these locations. This will be reported to B&NES.
vi) A368 junction with Bonhill Rd. It was reported that there is a blocked gully just to the left of this junction. This will be reported to B&NES.
vii) Bonhill Rd. It was reported that there is still a problem with flooding near to Little Bonhill when there has been heavy rain. This will be reported to B&NES. 
14.
FOOTPATHS

i)
CL20/18 Stowey. It was reported that the footpath to Cradle Bridge is overgrown. It was also reported that there appears to be a problem with the gate at the beginning of the footpath as it has become very heavy and difficult to open. This will be reported to B&NES.

ii)
CL20/11 and CL20/12 The Batch. It was agreed to write to Barratts to ask if they would reopen these footpaths before the extension expires as there are now many houses occupied here.
15.
FINANCES

i)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£17,935.11
Clubs and Societies Reserve



£24,113.37
Cheques to pay: -

Filer’s Coaches (1744)



£125.00
New Leaf Tree & Garden (1745)


£410.00
SPOILT (1746)




-----------
B&NES (1747)




£450.00
Stowey House Farm (1748)



£16.45

Salaries (1749 & 1750)



£469.50
Expenses (1750)




£2.16
HMRC (1751)




£34.80
Jane’s Pond Ltd (1752)



£2,100.00

It was recommended that £12,000.00 be transferred from the Current to the 
Reserve Account.
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Thornhill, seconded by Councillor Brewer and unanimously agreed.
16.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 4th November 2015 at 7.30pm in The Link.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.35pm.
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