STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 3rd June 2015.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), K Tatham, J K Knibbs, A Thornhill, R Brent, Ms H Clewett and Mrs B Braidley. There were three parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES


Councillors Brewer and Mrs Balmforth.
2.
MINUTES
i)
The minutes of the Annual Parish meeting held on 13th May 2015 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

ii)
The minutes of the AGM held on 13th May 2015 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

iii)
The minutes of the meeting held on 13th May 2015 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

6c ii)
Councillor Mrs Braidley declared an interest and did not take part in the discussion and vote.
6c iii)
Councillor Ms Clewett declared an interest and did not take part in the discussion and vote but did speak as a parishioner.

5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
On the 20th May we received the results of the planning appeals for Boxbury Hill and Abbots Farm, which were linked to the current Cappards appeal. Both were dismissed, with the inspector finding that B&NES were able to evidence a five year housing land supply that met the requirements of the Core Strategy. The only point on which Cappards was appealed was that B&NES could not meet its 5 year housing land supply. 

However on the same day the Secretary of State called in the Cappards appeal to determine himself, on the grounds that we had a Neighbourhood Plan and the Secretary of State was "minded to reopen the public enquiry" to examine the effect of the Neighbourhood Plan on the appeal.  B&NES and the Parish Council wrote saying that this was not necessary as the Neighbourhood Plan has no bearing on the grounds that the appeal was raised on.

At this stage we are waiting for the Secretary of State to respond with his decision on how to proceed.
Following a suggestion at the Annual Parish meeting the Parish Council’s website now has a form for people to either sign up for volunteering in the parish,(4 volunteers so far) or to suggest community projects (none yet).

 
At this point Councillor Knibbs arrived at the meeting.

6a.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
i) 12 Hillside Gardens, Bishop Sutton
Erection of two storey side extension and single storey front extension including rear dormer.
Support.
ii) New Orchard, Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton

Erection of two storey rear extension
Support.

6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS.
i) 1 Bonhill Rd, Bishop Sutton
Erection of single storey rear extension
Permitted
6c
APPEALS

i) Bonhill Barn, Bonhill Lane, Bishop Sutton

Prior approval request for change of use from Agricultural Barn to Dwelling (C3).

Appeal against refusal.

It was agreed to restate our previous objections with the addition of reference to concerns about access and the unsuitability of outline plans for such a development.

ii) Parcel 4937, Bonhill Lane, Bishop Sutton
Prior approval request for change of use from Agricultural Barn to Dwelling (C3).

Appeal against refusal.

It was agreed to restate our previous objections with the addition of reference to concerns about access and the unsuitability of outline plans for such a development, and concerns about flooding in Bonhill Rd.

iii) Paysons Croft, Church Lane, Bishop Sutton

Appeal against refusal.

It was agreed to restate our previous objections.

7.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

i)
Report from the Steering Group.
We have been advised that the Electoral Services Manager at B&NES has recently left and there is now only one member of the team and she has never completed a Neighbourhood Plan referendum before. She will be working with Wiltshire Council to take the Freshford and Limply Stoke Neighbourhood Plan to referendum on 16th July 2015 and to learn the process. 

Once the Freshford referendum has been completed, Stowey Sutton will be the next on the list. 

We believe this is unreasonable, B&NES have never held a referendum, but the same rules apply as for any other by-election and they have plenty of experience of these. An urgent meeting will be requested with B&NES to try to schedule an earlier date for the referendum.  
 8.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

The District Councillor reported that following a Government directive, the Development Control Committee will in future be known as the Development Management Committee.

The new administration has set up the new cabinet and also the committee structure and policy development scrutiny panels but has not yet organised the Health and Well Being scrutiny panel as this will become a Select Committeee. 
9.
RECREATION GROUND
i)

Report on Village Park Project.

Councillor Ms Clewett gave a report on the Village Park project which has evolved from meetings between B&NES, the parish council and a group of parishioners who are keen to explore ways of improving the play area and the recreation ground.

ii)
To consider requesting S106 monies from B&NES to cover the cost of consultation and design for an improved play area at the recreation ground.

A quote has been received from Jane’s Pond for Design and Consultation on improving the play area at the recreation ground at a cost of £7,000.00.

It was proposed by Councillor Ms Clewett, seconded by Councillor Brent and unanimously agreed to request an amount of £7,000.00 from B&NES using Section 106 monies to cover the cost of design and consultation work in relation to improving the play area at the recreation ground.

10.       VALLEY FEST


The licence application has now been submitted to B&NES. 
It was agreed that we would raise concerns with B&NES over the effect of music, especially after midnight as it was felt the noise would cause a public nuisance and that it is unreasonable for this to affect residents for three consecutive nights. 
It was also agreed that we should ask B&NES to carefully monitor the event so that noise levels in surrounding villages can be assessed. It was also agreed that the cut off time recommended in B&NES policy, of 11.45pm should be adhered to. Finally it was also agreed to ask B&NES to ensure there is some Environmental Health officer out of hours cover in place for that weekend.
11.
HEGDEROWS, ROADS, PAVEMENTS AND DITCHES/DRAINS


i)
A368 Wick Rd. It was reported that the hedges along the new pavement between Bonhill Rd and the tennis courts are overhanging the pavement. This will be reported to B&NES.
ii)
Sutton Hill Rd. It was reported that there has been some fly tipping here. This will be reported to B&NES.
iii)
Stowey Rd. It was reported that there has been some fly tipping between the quarry and the top of Sutton Hill Rd. This will be reported to B&NES.
iv)
A368. It was reported that there are three drains near the Stanton Wick turning which have sunk and formed large dips in the road surface. This will be reported to B&NES.
12.
FOOTPATHS
i)
        CL20/11, CL20/12, CL20/13 and CL20/14

A Temporary Prohibition of Use Order (Extended) 2015 has been submitted to extend the closure of these footpaths.


As the correct number of weeks notice has not been given in this instance it was felt this application should be rejected as it is stated by B&NES that all applications not giving eight weeks notice will be rejected.


It was also agreed that we should request that parts of CL20/12 should be reopened as there are houses here that are occupied. It was also agreed that the two paths CL20/13 and CL20/14 should not be closed at the kissing gates as the paths are still walkable up to the point where they join CL20/11. It was felt that a sign warning that CL20/11 ahead is closed is all that is needed. These comments will be made to B&NES.


ii)
CL20/33 Burledge. 
 
It was reported that this footpath is overgrown. This will be reported to 
B&NES.

iii)
CL20/18 Stowey. a request was made that we remind B&NES that the 
second injection of the Japanese knotweed is now due.
12.
FINANCES


i)
To approve the Statement of Accounts for the 2014/2015 Annual Return.

The Chairman confirmed that a review of the Internal Audit procedures has taken place. It was proposed by Councillor Betton and seconded by Councillor Tatham that the Statement of Accounts as reported in the Annual Return be approved. This was unanimously agreed. The Statement was duly signed.

ii)
To approve the Annual Governance Statement for the 2014/2015 Annual Return.


It was proposed by Councillor Betton and seconded by Councillor Brent that the Statement of Governance as reported in the Annual Return be approved. This was unanimously agreed. The Statement was duly signed.


iii)
To consider purchasing updated Microsoft Office for the parish council’s laptop.


It was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Tatham and unanimously agreed that an amount of up to £60.00 per year be spent on an annual subscription to Microsoft to enable periodic updates to be received. 

iv)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£1,806.04
Clubs and Societies Reserve



£29,608.85
Cheques to pay: -

Filer’s Coaches (1714)



£100.00
New Leaf (1715)




£300.00
I Dagger (1716)




£100.00
Salaries (1717 & 1718)



£453.10
Expenses (1718)




£16.15
HMRC (1719)




£51.20
It was recommended that £1,000.00 be transferred from the Current to the Reserve Account.
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Thornhill, seconded by Councillor Ms Clewett and unanimously agreed.
14.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 1st July 2015 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.50pm.
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