STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 7th January 2015.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), K Tatham, J K Knibbs, A Thornhill, Mrs E Balmforth, R Brent, Ms H Clewett and Mrs B Braidley There were seven parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES


Councillor R Brewer.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd December 2014 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

Councillor Mrs Braidley declared an interest in item 6ai).
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman reported on the Rok the Stones event taking place later this month. He also reported that correspondence has been received from a parishioner concerned about the threat to some Ash trees and an Ancient Hedge on The Batch. The Clerk has already made enquiries with B&NES on this matter. It has also been brought to the Council’s attention that work appears to have already begun at Sunny Bank, Church Lane and the Clerk has asked B&NES to investigate this. Finally, the date for the Public Inquiry for the extension at Cappards has been set to begin on the 27th January.
6a.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
i) Parcel 4927, Bonhill Lane, Bishop Sutton
Prior approval request for change of use from Agricultural Barn to Dwelling (C3).
Object. 
The site is located outside the current approved housing development boundary and outside the expanded area proposed by the parish council in its response to the Placemaking Plan consultation; a position which is supported by the Stowey Sutton Neighbourhood Plan, which is at an advanced stage.

The proposed site is within the greenbelt, but remote from other dwellings and should therefore be considered to be unsustainable and is therefore not compliant with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) or the B&NES adopted Core Strategy.

The unsustainable location of the building makes it undesirable for it to change from agricultural use to a dwelling use contrary to Part 3, Class MB of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 1995 (as amended).
ii) Bonhill Barn, Bonhill Lane, Bishop Sutton.

Prior approval request for change of use from Agricultural Barn to Dwelling (C3).

Object.

The site is located outside of the current approved housing development boundary and outside the expanded area proposed by the parish council in its response to the Placemaking Plan consultation; a position which is supported by the Stowey Sutton Neighbourhood Plan, which is at an advanced stage.

The proposed site is within the greenbelt, but remote from other dwellings and should therefore be considered to be unsustainable and is therefore not compliant with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) or the B&NES adopted Core Strategy.

The narrow nature of Bonhill Lane, with no lighting or pedestrian facilities is likely to deter those wishing to walk or cycle and therefore occupants of the development would be likely to be reliant on the private car as their main form of transport. Therefore it is not compliant with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) or the B&NES adopted Core Strategy. 

The unsustainable location of the building therefore makes it undesirable for the building to change from agricultural use to a dwelling use contrary to Part 3, Class MB of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 1995 (as amended).
iii) Development Site between The Bungalow and The Paddock, Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton.
Variation of condition 7 and 11 attached to planning permission 10/00331/REN (Renewal of application 06/01388/FUL (Erection of one and a half storey dwelling as amended by drawings received 27 Nov 2006).

Support.

iv) Sherbourne Cottage, Redlands Lane, Bishop Sutton

Proposed dwelling on land to the rear of Sherbourne Cottage (Revised proposal).

Object.

The site is located outside of the current approved housing development boundary for Bishop Sutton and outside the expanded area proposed by the parish council in its response to the Placemaking Plan consultation; a position which is supported by the Stowey Sutton Neighbourhood Plan, which is at an advanced stage.

The proposed site is within the greenbelt, but remote from other dwellings and should therefore be considered to be unsustainable, as it is located at some distance from employment, schools, shops and local facilities,

The application fails to identify any "very special circumstances" which would outweigh the identified harm caused by building within the green belt. It is therefore not compliant with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) or the B&NES adopted Core Strategy.

The narrow nature of the access lanes in the site's vicinity, with no lighting or pedestrian facilities is likely to deter those wishing to walk or cycle and therefore occupants of the development would be likely to be reliant on the private car as their main form of transport and is therefore not compliant with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) or the B&NES adopted Core Strategy. 
v) Street Record, Tom Price Way, Bishop Sutton

Erection of a sub station at Cappards Rd, Bishop Sutton (Retrospective).

Object.

The structure, by its size, design and location, compromises one of the few green spaces within this development so should be considered as adding to the unsustainability of the development. 
It has been reported to us that the location of the structure is subject to a Section 106 agreement preventing any encroachment into this area. 
vi) Lea House, 4 Sutton Park, Bishop Sutton

Erection of single storey extension following demolition of existing side conservatory.

Support.
6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS.
i) Paysons Croft, Church Lane, Bishop Sutton
Outline application for the erection of 2 two storey dwellings. 
Refuse
6c
CONSULTATION ON PLACEMAKING PLAN OPTIONS

It was agreed to reconfirm to B&NES the already completed review of the Housing Development Boundary in response to the above.

6d
CONSULTATION ON CLUTTON PARISH COUNCIL’S DRAFT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN


It was agreed that we are broadly in support of this but there are some concerns about the impact that development on the Western side of the A37 could have in respect of the junction of the Stowey Rd with the A37.

7.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

i)
Progress report.
Final preparations are under way for submission to B&NES for their formal six week consultation period to begin on the 14th January. We have also been told that due to the general election no NP referendums can take place in April or May, which will delay our schedule, but B&NES have been asked to prepare for a June referendum.

8.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

The District Councillor reported that he had been trying to establish the details of the legal team for the Public Inquiry in respect of the Cappards extension. He has been advised that B&NES has appointed Counsel Martin Edwards of Cornerstone Chambers who has vast experience of planning law and practice. Further information on the appeals can be found on B&NES website.


He also confirmed that B&NES will be maintaining the Government grant in respect of the precept. 
9.
VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE
Three Councillors have recently met with three members of the Village Hall Committee and it was suggested that a post of Village Hall Liaison be created. It was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed that this post be created and Councillor Brent be appointed to fill it.
10.       REPORT ON YOUTH BUS EXTRA NIGHT

A report has now been received from B&NES on the extra night for the youth bus. B&NES has said that they sometimes take the young people on trips out of the village as part of their positive activities. They say they were unaware of the problems reported after they have left and say they always ask the young people to be respectful and disperse from the area once they have left.
11.
RECREATION GROUND

i)
To consider request from the Police for the Parish Council to request B&NES to apply a Public Spaces Protection Order at the recreation ground/village hall car park.

The Police have said they are progressing an application for a Public Spaces Protection Order with B&NES and have asked if we agree to this. They have also asked for suggestions as to what should be in the order.

The following restrictions were proposed by Councillor Tatham, seconded by Councillor Ms Clewett and carried with one abstention.


To apply to the village hall car parks and the play area but not the recreation field.


No alcohol to be consumed unless from a licensed bar.


No loud music except from a licensed event.

No large groups to gather after 11pm when the village hall is closed.

No irresponsible driving of cars and/or motorcycles.


No balls to be kicked against the walls or on or over the roof of the village hall.
ii) To approve change of contractor and obtaining further quotes for works   

at the recreation ground.

Gibbons have suggested that we find a contractor with smaller machinery to carry out the works at the recreation ground as they would not like to damage the field with their large equipment. It was therefore proposed by Councillor Brent, seconded by Councillor Ms Clewett and unanimously agreed that we obtain further quotes for the work from other contractors. 

12.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS, PAVEMENTS, DITCHES & DRAINS


i)
Ford Signs and Weight Limit signs, Stowey. The District Councillor has sorted out the problem with the Weight Limit signs and these have been moved. He has also obtained agreement from B&NES to remove the Ford signs and replace them with depth markers in the fords, but the work has yet to be carried out. The parish council agreed to press B&NES to carry out these works.

ii)
Lighting at Summer Leaze, Bishop Sutton. It was reported that street lighting has been installed at Summer Leaze and it would appear that this was at the request of the Highways Dept. in B&NES. The Clerk will write to remind B&NES of the street lighting policy for Bishop Sutton and ask for removal of these lights.

iii)
Ash trees/hedge at The Batch. It was reported that there is a Section 106 agreement in place in respect of this ancient hedge at The Batch and that there is a threat to this hedge and Ash trees. This will be raised with B&NES.
13.
FOOTPATHS

There was nothing to report.
14.
FINANCES


i)
Request from Village Hall Committee for financial assistance.

The Village Hall Committee has requested financial assistance for repairs to 
the main hall floor. This is likely to cost in the region of £2,500. It was 
proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and 
carried by 7 in favour and 1 against, that the Parish Council donates match 
funding up to a maximum of £1,250.00 for this purpose subject to the 
provision of copies of the quotes for this work. 

ii)
Report from Finance Working Party on 12015/16 budget and 
precept.


It was agreed that the Precept will be set at the February meeting.

iii)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£2,011.24
Clubs and Societies Reserve



£27,103.56
Cheques to pay: -

Filer’s Coaches (1675)



£125.00
Stowey House Farm  (1676)



£16.20
C.P.R.E (1677)




£36.00
B&NES (1678)




£295.56

Jane’s Pond (1679)




£432.00

Salaries (1680 & 1681)



£475.30
Expenses (1681)




£1.59
HMRC (1682)




£55.00
It was recommended that £1,000.00 be transferred from the Reserve to the 
Current Account.
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Mrs Balmforth, seconded by Councillor Tatham and unanimously agreed.
15.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 4th February 2015 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.10pm.
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