STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 5th August 2015.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), R Brewer, A Thornhill, R Brent, Mrs E Balmforth, Ms H Clewett and Mrs B Braidley. There were five parishioners present.
Before the meeting began there was a short presentation by Mr I Bennett on the possibility of starting a village football team.

The meeting began at 7.40pm.

1.       APOLOGIES


Councillors Tatham and Knibbs.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 1st July 2015 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

Item 6a) ii) Ham Farm. Councillor Betton declared an interest as a neighbour.
Item 6a) ii) Ham Farm. Councillor Mrs Balmforth declared an interest as a neighbour.

5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman gave an update on various matters including the planning application at Cappards, the VFest and reports of heavy lorries using both Church Lane and Sutton Hill Rd and also of cars speeding in Sutton Hill Rd.
 
6a.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
i) Pantiles, Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton
Extensions and alterations to existing dwelling.

The Parish Council felt that this is a large extension with contemporary styling to the rear, which is similar to extensions on other properties nearby. However, it was felt that the Porte Cochere with a bedroom above is completely out of character with both the surrounding properties and the village's design vernacular as identified in the Parish Character Assessment completed in 2014 and incorporated into the Stowey Sutton Neighbourhood Plan as Appendix E. It was felt this would produce a building which dominates both its own and neighbouring plots thereby unbalancing the streetscape. Whilst the Parish Council felt it could generally support further development of the property it was unable to do so for this design with the Porte Cochere and therefore there is no support for this application in its current form.

ii) Ham Farm, Ham Lane, Bishop Sutton

Erection of two storey front and single storey side extensions including garage replacement and internal alterations.

Councillor Ms Clewett chaired the meeting and Councillors Betton and Balmforth did not take part in the vote.

Support.

iii) 12 Summer Leaze, Bishop Sutton

1 x Oak – remove one branch

Support

6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS.
i) New Orchard, Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton
Erection of two storey rear extension.
Permitted.

7.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

A brief reminder that the Neighbourhood Plan Referendum will take place on 7th August 2015.
 8.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

The District Councillor reported that there is likely to be a public meeting organised by  B&NES planners following a conflict of beliefs recently about the result of two applications in a neighbouring parish.

He also reported that he had attended meetings regarding enforcement of planning breaches in another neighbouring parish.


He wished to correct an error in the previous report. The savings sought by B&NES are in fact £38M but so far officers have provisionally identified £32M which are yet to be formally considered.


An update was given on the lighting issues at Summer Leaze and he urged the council to remind B&NES about this.
9.
YOUTH CONNECT EXTRA MOBILE SESSIONS
B&NES has advised that the cost of the extra session each week will be £4,000 from 1st October for six months. It was decided that this was too expensive and that the council would prefer to consider other ways of supporting youth activities.
10.       METHODIST CHURCH IN BISHOP SUTTON
The Bishop Sutton Methodist Church has advised that they will regretfully be ceasing from the end of August this year after 237 years of worship in Bishop Sutton. It may still be possible to continue to rent the hall for meetings. This is being investigated.
11.
RECREATION GROUND

B&NES Active Lifestyles and Health Improvement officers have requested use of the recreation ground for the 11th August from 2 – 4pm. It was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed that the recreation ground can be used for this.
12.
PCAA 


Councillor Ms Clewett had attended the recent PCCA meeting and AGM and gave a brief report. At the AGM the current Chair agreed to continue and it was also agreed to continue with the current subscription cost of £50.00. 


The meeting also heard reports and discussion on numbers of users of the airport, building projects and concerns about early flights. 

13.
VILLAGE PARK PROJECT


Two quotes have been received for providing consultation services. It was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Brewer and unanimously agreed to accept the quote in the sum of £7,000 dated 22nd May 2015 from Jane’s Pond to consult on improving the whole recreation ground not just the play area. This was unanimously agreed.
14.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS, PAVEMENTS AND DITCHES/DRAINS
i) Recreation ground ditches. It was agreed that these still need to be cleared. The Clerk will get three quotes for the work.
ii) Sutton Hill Rd.  It was reported that there has been some incidents of vehicles speeding and a request has been made that we consider asking B&NES to move the 30mph sign further up the lane in the Hinton Blewett direction. It was agreed that we would ask B&NES to move the 30mph sign all the way to the cross roads at the top of the lane.
iii) A368 near tennis club. It was reported that the hedge along the A368 is overhanging the pavement. This will be reported to B&NES.
iv) A368/The Street/ Wick Rd. A request was made that we ask B&NES to consider improving the pavement width and request a site meeting for this.
v) The Street. It was reported that there is a hedge overhanging the pavement near Wren Cottage.
15.
FOOTPATHS

i)
CL20/33 Burledge Common. It was reported that there is a pothole in the path.

ii)
CL20/18 Stowey. It was reported that there is still a small amount of Japanese knotweed here. Also the path is now overgrown with other vegetation.

16.
FINANCES

i)
Report from Finance Working Party.


The Finance Working Party has considered the new Transparency Code and is of the opinion that this Council already complies with the requirements of the code as all financial transactions are reported monthly and recorded in the Minutes which are published each month on the Council’s website.

ii)
External Audit. The completed and signed Audit papers have been received from Grant Thornton.

iii)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£2,476.03
Clubs and Societies Reserve



£27,611.13
Cheques to pay: -

New Leaf Tree & Garden Services (1728)

£260.00
Oak Accountancy Services Ltd (1729)

£38.40
Stowey House Farm (1730)



£16.45
Grant Thornton UK LLP (1731)


£120.00
Bishop Sutton Methodist Trust (1732)

£80.00

Filer’s Coaches (1733)



£100.00

Salaries (1734 & 1735)



£469.50
Expenses (1735)




£17.77
HMRC (1736)




£34.80
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Thornhill, seconded by Councillor Ms Clewett and unanimously agreed.
17.
CHEW VALLEY 10K & 1K


A letter of thanks has been received from the organisers of the Chew Valley 
10K & 1K and was read to the meeting.

18.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 2nd September 2015 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.15pm.
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