STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 5th November 2014.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), J K Knibbs, A Thornhill, R Brent, Ms H Clewett and Mrs B Braidley There were five parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES


R Brewer, Mrs E Balmforth and K Tatham.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 1st October 2014 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

Item 6a iii) Planning. Councillor Ms Clewett declared an interest as a neighbour.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Councillor Tatham had attended the recent PACT meeting and gave a report to the Chairman. He reported that the Police will continue to have our village hotspots in mind as part of their priorities. At the time of the meeting PC Hill said the problems had quietened down somewhat but they are very aware that this might only be temporary. The incidents in the village had taken something over 30% of her time. Councillor Tatham would also like to mention that the PACT meetings are not attended particularly well throughout the region, not only for our beat, and the Police are considering the future of them. They will however try to promote them better, but PACT stands for Police and Communities Together, and is open to everyone.

6a.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
i) Whitegates, Bonhill Lane, Bishop Sutton
Conversion of existing attached garage to ancillary accommodation and installation of dormer window to create loft room. Installation of replacement handrails. Erection of detached garage.
Support

ii) 45 Woodcroft, Bishop Sutton

Erection of two storey side and single storey rear extensions.
Support

iii) Paysons Croft, Church Lane, Bishop Sutton

Outline application for the erection two 2 storey dwellings
At this point the meeting was opened for parishioners to speak.

The meeting resumed and it was agreed 

Object as over development of the site.

This application raises a number of issues, some of which were raised and identified as reasons in the dismissed appeal for the previous two applications on this same site (APP/FO114/A/13/220657). The two proposed properties are within the Mendip Hills AONB, point 11 of the inspector’s report is relevant as it states. “Development for 3 or 2 houses would reduce the identified quality and intrude into the green fringe of the village”. At point 8 of the appeal dismissal findings report the inspector further states “The character of development on the south side of Church Lane is spacious and informal with an abundance of mature vegetation”. Whilst the application is outline, the illustrative layout shows that two detached “narrow fronted” houses would not sit comfortably on this site and would fail to match the existing streetscape or character of Church Lane. It is also not clear whether the proposed garages to the south lie outside of the housing development boundary as this boundary is not shown on the illustrative layout. A significant point given the findings of the inspector. Whilst unmet need identified through the Neighbourhood Planning process is for 1 and 2 bedroom open market affordable houses, the size of this site is only suitable for one development. The draft Stowey Sutton Neighbourhood Development Plan is currently out for consultation with the community and draft Housing and Development policies contained within the Plan may become increasingly relevant.

6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS.
i) 
Wayside, Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton

Erection of single storey side extension with room in roof following demolition of existing single storey side extension and garage

Permit

ii) 
Ellens Farm, Hinton Blewett Rd, Stowey 

Erection of an agricultural building for the housing of livestock and machinery

Permit

iii) 
Folly Farm, Folly Lane, Bishop Sutton

Erection of a polytunnel (Retrospective).

Permit

iv) 
Silver Birch Cottage, Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton

Prior approval request for change of use from dental laboratory (Use Class B1) to domestic use (Class C3)

Approve

7.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

i)
Report from the Working Party
The Neighbourhood Plan returned from B&NES informal review at the end of October with very positive comments and very few suggested amendments. As a result the steering group voted last week to commence the six weeks of formal community consultation on 1st November. The consultation will end on the 12th December. Every household should have received a leaflet detailing the policies and ways to get involved and comment.

 A full copy of the Neighbourhood Plan is available for inspection from 9-5pm each day at Chew Valley Caravan Park, Ham Lane, Bishop Sutton and also on the website at www.SSPCNP.org. Copies of the consultation leaflet are also being sent to local businesses, other parish councils and organisations such as the surgeries, schools and churches.

Members of the Neighbourhood Plan team are visiting several community groups during the consultation period and two drop in sessions have been arranged for the 20th November; the first from 8.30am to 10.00am at the Red Lion and the second from 6pm to 7.30pm at the Methodist Hall
ii)
To approve the Neighbourhood Plan for consultation.

It was proposed by Councillor Brent, seconded by Councillor Mrs Braidley and unanimously agreed to approve the Neighbourhood Plan for consultation.

iii)
Consultation events.

It was proposed by Councillor Thornhill, seconded by Councillor Mrs Braidley and unanimously agreed that a sum of £150 be allocated for the costs of the upcoming consultation events.

8.
PLAY AREA AT VILLAGE HALL
At this point the meeting was opened for parishioners to speak. The meeting resumed and it was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Brent and unanimously agreed to pay £400 plus VAT for a design specification from Jane’s Pond for the area at the rear of the Village Hall.

9.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

The District Councillor reported that the budget process at B&NES has started with a series of Budget Fairs. The Government support element has suffered a 40% reduction over the past year and B&NES has already identified further reductions of 18% for next year and 27% the following year. Next year B&NES must save a further £9M although does not intend to increase Council Tax.  He also advised that the RUH Bath has now been granted Foundation Trust status.
10.
REPORT FROM B&NES ON EXTRA NIGHT FOR YOUTH BUS
A report has been received from the Youth Worker on the extra night for the Youth Bus. At the time of writing the report they had provided three extra sessions and in total had seen nineteen young people with only four living outside of the parish. 

11.       INFORMATION ON NEW PUBLIC SPACES PROTECTION ORDERS

P.C Hill brought to the attention of the Parish Council information on new Public Spaces Protection Orders which are now available. 
12.
METHODIST CHURCH AND HALL


It was agreed to defer this to a later meeting.
13.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS, PAVEMENTS, DITCHES & DRAINS


i)
Tree Preservation Order 2014 (Parcel 9181, Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton, No.3). B&NES has confirmed this order in respect of some trees at the Barratt Homes development.

ii)
Ham Lane, Bishop Sutton. It was reported that one of the Two Way Traffic signs has been knocked down. This will be reported to B&NES.

iii)
A368 Bishop Sutton. It was reported that there is dead ivy falling from two poles belonging to Western Power. This will be reported to them 
12.
FOOTPATHS

There was nothing to report.
13.
FINANCES


i)
Quarterly bank reconciliation.


It was confirmed that this had been completed by Councillor Brewer and there were no errors reported.


ii)
Request for Grant.


The Village Hall Committee has requested a grant of £65 to erect a Christmas Tree opposite the Post Office. It was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Thornhill and unanimously agreed to make this grant.


iii)
Salary Reviews.


It was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Knibbs and unanimously agreed that the Parish Cleaner be paid according to the National Minimum Wage.


It was proposed by Councillor Knibbs, seconded by Councillor Brent and unanimously agreed that the Clerk by paid according to the NJC for Local Government Services scale for part time Clerks at Spinal Column Point 27.


iv)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£9,839.42
Clubs and Societies Reserve



£20,101.77
Cheques to pay: -

Filer’s Coaches (1662)



£100.00
New Leaf Tree & Garden Services (1663)

£170.00

Oak Accountancy Services (1664)


£38.40
Salaries (1665 & 1666)



£509.43
Expenses (1666)




£3.18
HMRC (1667)




£8.20
Bishop Sutton Village Hall Committee (1668)
£65.00
It was recommended that £7,000.00 be transferred from the Current to the Reserve Account.
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Thornhill, seconded by Councillor Ms Clewett and unanimously agreed.

v)
Budget for 2015/16

The RFO recommended all Councillors to consider any item of expenditure 
for the next financial year and advise him or one of the members of the 
Finance Working Party as soon as possible prior to their next meeting at the 
end of this month.

16.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 3rd December at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.35pm.
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