STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 7th May 2014.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), K Tatham, A Thornhill, Mrs E Balmforth, R Brewer, R Brent, J K Knibbs, Mrs B Braidley and Ms H Clewett. There were nineteen parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES


There were none.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd April 2014 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman reported there has been correspondence from several parishioners. One wrote highlighting dog fouling in Bishop Sutton. The clerk has contacted the dog warden again on this issue. 
One parishioner has asked us to review parking issues at the Cappards junction, particularly at the start and end of the school day. I have asked the Clerk to pass the comments to B&NES highways dept.
We have also received a request to consider applying for a tree preservation order on several trees at the rear of Rushgrove Gardens, on the boundary with the new Cappards extension. It has been suggested we do this by registering the trees as "assets of community value" as part of the B&NES placemaking plan process, which is worth considering and we should look for suggestions of any similar trees that have not already been included.
 One resident has requested that his house is not included in the register of "assets of community value" as an example of design typical of the parish.
6a.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
i) Parcel 0074, Stowey Rd, Stowey
Erection of a 250 kilowatt community owned solar array to power Stowey House Farm. 
At this point the meeting was opened for parishioners to speak.

The meeting resumed with support for the application with a request that hedges be higher to allow screening of the array.
ii) Parcel 3567, Stitchings Shord Lane, Bishop Sutton

Approval of reserved matters with regard to outline application 12/04238/OUT for the erection of 35 dwellings and associated infrastructure.

Object. Many of the issues identified in our previous objection, such as style and density, space to dredge the existing ditch, the concrete post and wire fences, safer by design process, on street parking, visitor parking, boundary hedges and lack of school places, all remain concerns which have not been addressed.

 
6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS.
i) Milford Head, Stitchings Shord Lane, Bishop Sutton
Demolition of existing buildings and redevelopment of the site to provide 9 dwellings (Outline with all matters reserved except access). (Resubmission of 12/05599/OUT).
Refused.

ii) Stowey Quarry, Stowey Rd, Stowey 
Variation of conditions 2 and 4b of application 07/02326/MINW to extend the compliance period from 30 November 2012 to 30 November 2015 (Application for the establishment of a materials recycling facility and ancillary development).
Refused.
iii) Stowey Quarry, Stowey Rd, Stowey
Variation of condition numbers 2 and 4b of application 07/02328/VAR to extend the compliance period from 30 November 2012 to 30 November 2015.
Refused.
6c
STOWEY QUARRY


B&NES officers will be meeting with representatives of the Parish Council and the Stowey Sutton Action Group regarding enforcement action.


7.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
i)
Report from the Working Party.

During April a second survey was distributed to every house in the parish and almost 30% (27.9%) of homes returned a completed survey,
The working parties are busy taking this evidence and incorporating it into the first draft of the policies for the neighbourhood plan.
We have also completed the list of properties that the parish thinks of as "assets of community value" as requested by B&NES for inclusion in their placemaking plan. The team has arranged two community engagement sessions for May, where people will be able to drop in and see an exhibition of both the properties proposed as "assets of community value" and the initial draft neighbourhood plan policies.
The first session will be held as a coffee morning at the Red Lion in Bishop Sutton from 08.30 to 10am on the 15th May.
The second session will be held from 5.30pm to 7.30pm also on the 15th May at the Methodist Hall, in Bishop Sutton.
8.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT


The District Councillor gave an update on the Core Strategy hearings which are now finished. Officers are confident that the Core Strategy will gain approval from the inspector and hope it will then carry sufficient weight to better defend against any spurious planning applications and appeals. 


He also gave an update on the joint Chew Valley Neighbourhood Plan.


In response to the significant acceleration in the deterioration of local roads B&NES and the Government are providing additional resources to resurface more roads this year and next. 


The Parish Ranger scheme pilot has been extended for a further three months.


Following high profile public protests over large cuts planned to the Children’s Centres and Early Years services it was agreed in B&NES budget that the cut will be reduced from £2.3M to £1.5M with a further £200,000 one off transition funding to support voluntary and other groups to take on a greater role in running the Children’s Centres. 


B&NES has this year taken advantage of the Government offer of funding to freeze Council Tax. Lastly, there was some information on the closure of some Police station, flood zones, signage and oversubscription of the school.

 9.
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT WORKING PARTY

i)
Skatepark trips.

There were two trips to the skate park at Midsomer Norton during the Easter holidays with three people going on each trip. It was felt the trips needed wider advertising aimed specifically at the younger people. Further trips for the summer holidays will be considered at the next meeting.
10.
RECREATION GROUND

i)
Request from the Cricket Club for financial assistance.

Following the recent hedge trimming at the recreation ground there was some 
damage caused to the surface leaving very deep ruts and making the surface 
unsafe. The Cricket Club has repaired this at a cost of £250 for loam and £70 
for grass seed. At this point the meeting was opened for a parishioner to speak. 
The meeting resumed and it was proposed by Councillor Thornhill, seconded 
by Councillor Brent and unanimously agreed that a grant of £320 be made 
to 
the Cricket Club to reimburse them for this outlay. 


ii)
Damage to the recreation ground.

As noted above, there was some damage caused to the recreation ground 
following the recent hedge trimming. The contractors have offered to waive 
the cost of the hedge trimming and this was gratefully accepted by the council.


iii)
Request from Chew Valley Football Club.


The football club has withdrawn the request for use of the ground for training 
over the summer. 

iv) Play area safety inspection report from B&NES.

The safety inspection report for the play area has been received from B&NES. 
There are two matters which need attention – the perimeter fence is loose in 
the ground and the swing surface is cracking and needs repair. The Clerk will 
obtain a quote for these repairs. 

11.
PARISH RANGER SCHEME
It was reported that there has been some flytipping of some tarry/oily substance with engine parts in the lane leading to the fishermen’s car park at the end of Ham Lane. The only other job this month is the outstanding one of painting the finger posts. These will be reported to the Parish Ranger.
12.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS, PAVEMENTS, DITCHES and DRAINS
i) 
B&NES Rural 20mph speed limit programme. B&NES has advised 
there is a limited fund for this scheme and are inviting expressions of 
interest in the first instance. They note that A roads and heavily 
trafficked roads will not be considered for this scheme. There was no 
interest in the scheme for this parish.
ii) 
Stowey Bottom. It was reported that there are many potholes in the 
road here and also the bridge over the ford has not yet been repaired. 
This will be reported to B&NES.
iii)
Ham Lane. It was reported that there are many potholes in the lane. 
This will be reported to B&NES.
13.
FOOTPATHS

There was nothing to report.
14.
FINANCES

i)
To approve the Statement of Accounts for the 2013/2014 Annual Return.

The Responsible Financial Officer confirmed that a review of the Internal Audit procedures has taken place. It was proposed by Councillor Knibbs and seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth that the Statement of Accounts as reported in the Annual Return be approved. This was unanimously agreed. The Statement was duly signed.

ii)
To approve the Annual Governance Statement for the 2013/2014 Annual Return.

It was proposed by Councillor Knibbs and seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth that the Statement of Governance as reported in the Annual Return be approved. This was unanimously agreed. The Statement was duly signed. 


iii)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£9,865.36
Clubs and Societies Reserve



£18,296.27
Cheques to pay: -

Bishop Sutton School Society (1612)

£300.00
Zurich Municipal (1613)



£547.71
A Dyson (1614)




£50.00

New Leaf Tree & Garden Services (1615)

£155.00 

Clerk’s Salary (1616)



£319.36
Clerk’s Expenses (1616)



£33.25
Parish Cleaner’s Salary (1617)


£134.61

Cancelled (1618)




----------

HMRC (1619)




£59.60
Filer’s Coaches (1620)



£125.00

It was recommended that £7,000.00 be transferred from the Reserve to the Current Account.
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Brent, seconded by Councillor Thornhill and unanimously agreed.
15.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 4th June 2014 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.35pm.
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