STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 4th June 2014.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), K Tatham, R Brewer, R Brent, J K Knibbs, Mrs B Braidley and Ms H Clewett. There were six parishioners and a Police Sergeant present.
1.       APOLOGIES


Councillor Mrs E Balmforth


2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting, the Annual General Meeting and the ordinary meeting held on 7th May 2014 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

Item 7a) ii) The Chairman, being the owner of a caravan site in Bishop Sutton has considered any potential conflict of interest, but he is not a neighbour of the property and the applicants own letter states that the business targets different markets and does not compete and he is happy that no conflict exists.
Item 7d) i) and 7d ii) The Chairman declared an interest as a neighbour of the properties concerned.

5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman gave a report of his attendance at the B&NES Development Control Committee meeting today when the application for reserved matters relating to Parcel 3567, Stitchings Shord Lane, Bishop Sutton, was decided. 
6.
CRIME UPDATE FROM THE POLICE.


Sergeant Stephens gave a report on anti social behaviour at the rear of the 
Village Hall.

7a.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
i) Land adjacent to Lavender Cottage, Sutton Hill Rd, Bishop Sutton
Erection of 1 (max. 1.5 storeys) dwelling and means of access with all other matters reserved.
Object as outside the Housing Development Boundary.
ii) Parcel 7143, Bonhill Lane, Bishop Sutton

Use of site as touring caravan park. (Certificate of Lawfulness for an Existing Use).
Object. The site is in Greenbelt. Also there does not appear to be any evidence to support the claim that there has been continuous use as a site. The applicants own letter states 9 years use, but we can see no evidence of any previous use as a touring site. Also the photograph provided shows caravans in another area not the space he has developed. Finally, it is not a registered CL site - the only one in the area is at Chew Valley Fruit Farm which is nearby and under different ownership.
iii) Woodside, Church Lane, Bishop Sutton
Construction of replacing conservatory glass roof with clay tiled roof.

Support

7b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS.

There were none.

7c
INFORMATION ON FLOOD ZONES
The Environment Agency has given some parts of Bishop Sutton a higher zoning although overall it is still in Flood Zone 1. This shows Stitchings Shord Lane to be in a high risk zone for surface flooding. Full details can be found on their website or by following this link http://watermaps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiyby.aspx?topic=ufmfsw#x=357683&y=355134&scale=2
7d.
APPEALS

The Chairman having declared an interest the Vice Chairman took the chair for the next two items. The Chairman took no part in the decision.
i) Milford Head, Stitchings Shord Lane, Bishop Sutton
Demolition of existing buildings and redevelopment of the site to provide 9 dwellings.

Appeal against refusal of permission.

It was agreed to reiterate the previous objections to the Planning Inspectorate and to include the new flood zoning information given above.

ii) Land at the junction of Ham Lane and Stitchings Shord Lane, Bishop Sutton.

Outline application for the erection of 9 dwellings.

Appeal against refusal of permission.

It was agreed to reiterate the previous objections to the Planning Inspectorate and to include the new flood zoning information given above.

8.
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

i)
Report from the Working Party

The first draft of the policies for the plan have been prepared and have been reviewed by members of the community at the public engagement sessions held on the 15th May. They have also been reviewed by B&NES. The working party will have the next draft ready by the end of June and supporting documentation complete by mid August.


ii)
To consider adopting the Assets of Community Value Report.

This report has been produced for the Placemaking Plan.  It was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Tatham and unanimously agreed that the report be adopted by the Parish Council.

 9.
REVIEW OF PARISH COUNCIL RESIDENTIAL PLANNING POLICY

Some amendments have been suggested to keep the policy in line with the emerging Neighbourhood Plan. The revised draft was proposed for adoption by Councillor Tatham, seconded by Councillor Brent and unanimously agreed.
10.
REVIEW OF PARISH COUNCIL COMMERCIAL PLANNING POLICY

Some amendments have been suggested to keep the policy in line with the emerging Neighbourhood Plan. The revised draft was proposed for adoption by Councillor Tatham, seconded by Councillor Brewer and unanimously agreed.
11.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor was not present.
12.
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT WORKING PARTY REPORTS
i)
Report from meeting relating to anti social behaviour at the rear of the Village Hall.
A meeting was called recently by the Police to tackle the issue of anti social behaviour at the rear of the village hall. The meeting was attended by the Police, a member of the working party and representatives from the village hall committee and B&NES. It was felt that some investigation into the merits of signage, litter and dog bins is needed. Other areas such as trying to develop youth clubs were also discussed. The Police suggested that a youth shelter might help to provide a solution. There will be a follow up meeting in one month, which the Police intend to be a community meeting.

ii)
To consider erecting a youth shelter at the recreation ground.

As noted above the Police have suggested erecting a youth shelter at the recreation ground as they believe it will help to draw the younger element away from the rear of the village hall.

At this point Councillor Knibbs left the meeting.

The matter was discussed at length but there was no enthusiasm for this suggestion, although the council is very willing to engage in trying to find an alternative solution. This item will be included on the next agenda and in the meantime if anyone has any suggestions please contact the Clerk or any Councillor.

iii) Trips to Midsomer Norton skate park over the Summer Holiday.

It was proposed to run these trips again this summer. There will be one trip per week and booking is essential as before. The maximum cost for this should be £500. This was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Brent and unanimously agreed.

13.
PARISH RANGER SCHEME
It was reported that there is often litter at the rear of the village hall. 
14.
RECREATION GROUND

i)
Play Area.

A quote of £99.25 has been received from B&NES for the 2 minor repair jobs at the play area. It was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Brent and unanimously agreed to accept this quote.


ii)
Litter/Dog Bins.


There is currently one litter bin at the rear of the village hall and another at the front. There is also a large wheelie bin in the car park. All of these are emptied regularly by B&NES. The matter of the dog bins has been raised with B&NES and they are investigating this.

15.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS, PAVEMENTW, DITHES & DRAINS


i)
To consider supporting the Stowey residents’ request for a weight limit through Stowey.

At this point the meeting was opened for parishioners to speak.


The meeting resumed and it was agreed to support this request as B&NES had resolved to carry out this restriction in 2000.

16.
FOOTPATHS


There was nothing to report.
17.
FINANCES

i)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£1,140.83
Clubs and Societies Reserve



£25,296.27
Cheques to pay: -

Parish Cleaner’s salary (1621)


£109.37
New Leaf Tree & Garden Services (1622)

£590.00
Filer’s Coaches (1623)



£100.00
Bishop Sutton Cricket Club (1624)


£322.00

Stowey House Farm Ltd (1625)


£29.19

The Red Lion (1626)




£100.00

Oak Accountancy Services (1627)


£38.40

Streets Ahead (1628)




£80.00 

Clerk’s Salary (1629)



£319.36
Clerk’s Expenses (1629)



£74.59
HMRC (1630)




£59.60
It was recommended that £2,000.00 be transferred from the Reserve to the Current Account.
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Ms Clewett, seconded by Councillor Mrs Braidley and unanimously agreed.
18.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 2nd July 2014 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.55pm.
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