STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 2nd October 2013.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), K Tatham, J K Knibbs, R Brewer, A Thornhill, Mrs E Balmforth, Mrs B Braidley and Ms H Clewett. There were three parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES


There were none.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 4th September 2013 having been circulated, were corrected as Councillor Knibbs was not present at that meeting, and then agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

12 Finances. To note that the Audit has been completed and the appropriate signed papers received from the external auditors.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman asked Councillor Ms Clewett to give an update on the Stowey Quarry appeal enquiry. The enquiry will resume on the 3rd October 2013 and is expected to be completed within two days.

Councillor Ms Clewett also gave an update on the progress with the skate park. There has been a further meeting with five young people, the youth leader from B&NES and three Councillors. Possible sites and equipment are being investigated further.

Councillors Betton and Ms Clewett attended a recent seminar arranged by B&NES on the Placemaking Plan. A map was supplied showing sites which have been put forward by developers/land owners as available for development. We are to let B&NES have our comments on this map by the 21st November. The second phase is a Neighbourhood character assessment which needs to be completed by Christmas. Both exercises need to demonstrate community involvement. The Public Engagement working party is constructing a survey to assist with this. 
6a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

There were none.
6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS


There were none.
6c
RESULTS OF APPEALS

i) Parcel 9181, Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton

Erection of 41 two, three, four & five bedroom dwellings including 14 affordable housing units along with the provisions of informal public open space, vehicular access from the A368, landscaping and drainage.

Appeal allowed. 

7.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor reported that the Planning Inspector has agreed that the Examination in Public  of the Draft Core Strategy can now proceed. 
In respect of the above Appeal Result for Parcel 9181, Wick Rd, the B&NES Consultant has been asked to submit a report to the next Development Control Committee meeting and a copy will be given to this Parish Council.

8.
RECEIVING COUNCIL SUMMONSES BY EMAIL
ALCA has confirmed that, under the Local Government Act 1972 Schedule 12 paragraph 10 (2) (b) taken together with Local Government Act 1972 Schedule 12 paragraph 10 (3) it is permissible to issue by email to a Parish Councillor the Summons to attend a Parish Council meeting. It was therefore proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Ms Clewett and unanimously agreed to issue all future Summonses by email, unless a councillor requests to continue receiving a paper summons and that paper copies of the Summons will be available at each meeting.
9.
ALCA AGM

The ALCA AGM will be held on Saturday 2nd November in The Guildhall, Bath starting at 11.00am. Councillor Betton volunteered to attend. 
10.
POSSIBLE CHEW VALLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN


Councillor Betton attended the recent meeting on the possibility of agreeing a 
Chew Valley area Neighbourhood Plan. Current advice is that a 
Neighbourhood Plan can now be completed even where a District Council 
does not have an adopted Core Strategy. This is contrary to previous advice on 
this matter. In view of this advice it was agreed that we would now proceed 
further 
with a 
Neighbourhood Plan for this parish as agreed at the meeting 
held on 1st February 2012. It was felt that this could be achieved in a shorter 
timescale, much of the ground work already having been carried out, rather 
than beginning with a Chew Valley plan which would probably take longer to 
complete. 
11.
RECREATION GROUND 


Councillor Brewer reported that he has received some reports of increased 
nuisance at the rear of the Village Hall recently, involving motorcycles and 
cars on the recreation ground. There is a possibility the chain is not being used 
as regularly as previously and it was agreed to ask the Village Hall committee 
about this.

12.
PROBLEMS WITH ‘PHONE & BROADBAND SERVICES

It has been reported to the Parish Council that during September there were a 
number of parishioners who experienced problems with their ‘phone lines. 
They say they were told by a BT engineer that the problem was caused by 
B&NES delay in giving permission for them to set up traffic lights so that they 
could dig up a 
road. The Clerk will enquire of B&NES if this was in fact the 
case.
13.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS, PAVEMENTS, DITCHES and DRAINS
i) The Street, Stowey. It was reported that the road surface on the bend of the hill is cracking. This will be reported to B&NES. 

ii) Finger Posts.  It was reported that most of those in the parish are in a poor state of repair. It is believed that B&NES will no longer maintain them. This will be included on the agenda for the next meeting.
iii) Verges around the lake. It was reported that although the verges have recently been cut, the inside of the bends do not appear to have been adequately cut to improve the sight lines. This matter will be raised with B&NES.

iv) Exit from Village Hall car park. It was reported that it is becoming increasingly difficult to exit the car park due to the lack of visibility from the right. It was agreed to investigate this further.

v) Stowey cross roads to Stowey Bottom. It was reported that the road surface is badly cracked with grass growing in it. This will be reported to B&NES.

vi) Cappards play area. It was reported that the garden surrounding the play area is in need of attention. This will be brought to B&NES attention as it is their responsibility.

14.
FOOTPATHS

CL20/18 Cradle Bridge.  It was reported that this footpath is still overgrown with Japanese Knotweed. This has been reported to B&NES but a reminder will be sent.
15.
FINANCES

i)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£9,624.43
Clubs and Societies Reserve



£17,788.21
Cheques to pay: -

Filer’s Coaches (1562)



£100.00
Stowey House Farm (1563)



£27.45
LexisNexis (1564)




£65.45
B&NES (1565)




£450.00
Parish Cleaner (1566)



£13.05
Clerk’s Salary (1567)



£294.91
Clerk’s Expenses (1567)



£7.00
HMRC (1568)




£68.60

It was recommended that £7,000.00 be transferred from the Current to the Reserve Account.
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Mrs Balmforth, seconded by Councillor Ms Clewett and unanimously agreed.
16.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 6th November 2013 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.20pm.
The Parish Council has an open surgery prior to each Council meeting where individuals or groups can turn up and raise issues outside of the formal agenda. The surgery runs from 7.15 to 7.30 at the Methodist Hall on the first Wednesday of every calendar month.
Parish Councillors want to hear your views on parish/community issues. Should you wish to meet a councillor or invite one to a meeting or event please contact the Parish Council Clerk clerk@stoweysuttonpc.org or telephone 01275 333328. The Parish Council recognises that the Parish Community is changing and evolving and the Council wishes to be responsive and adapt accordingly.  
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