STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 1st May 2013.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), A Thornhill, K Tatham, R Brewer, J K Knibbs, B Braidley, Ms H Clewett and Mrs E Balmforth. There were three parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES


None.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 10th April 2013 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

i) Quotes have been requested for the various works needed at the recreation ground.
ii) B&NES has been advised that the amendment to the agreed changes to the Draft Core Strategy in respect of the time scale for the RA1 villages which was agreed at their meeting on the 4th March still do not appear in the consultation on their website. We are awaiting their response.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

6a) i) Councillors Betton and Mrs Balmforth both declared an interest as neighbours of the property concerned.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman met with Head of Planning at B&NES, David Trigwell and two of his colleagues, to ask for clarification of the advice given to officers dealing with planning applications. He confirmed that all application will be presumed to be acceptable unless there are site specific reasons for refusal and that no weight can be given to the Draft Core Strategy as he believes the National Planning Policy Framework takes precedence.
He also reported that the applicants for Stowey Quarry have appealed the decision to refuse permission. The applicants for Parcel 9181, Wick Rd (The Batch) have also appealed the decision to refuse permission.
6a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Appletree Farm, Ham Lane, Bishop Sutton
Erection of new dwelling following demolition of existing detached garage.
Councillor Tatham chaired the meeting for this item. 

At this point the meeting was opened for parishioners to speak.

The meeting resumed and Councillors Betton and Mrs Balmforth took no part in the decision, which was:
Support with reservations over access.
At this point Councillor Knibbs left the meeting.
6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Parcel 9181, Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton
Erection of 41 two, three, four & five bedroom dwellings including 14 affordable housing units along with the provision of informal public open space, vehicular access from the A368, landscaping and drainage.
Refused. 
7.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor gave an overview of the year.
Council Tax: retained at the current rate, following a Government grant.

Mobile Library: retained in past year, but B&NES are now seeking to reduce to one vehicle (from two) and a revised timetable is currently in consultation. They will also begin to roll out the Community Library programme, which is aimed at going some way to mitigating the reduction of the mobile service. Currently one Community Library is being established in Chew Stoke.

Rural Broadband: B&NES is now part of the Connecting Devon & Somerset BDUK programme. The contract to deliver this has now been signed with BT by the councils involved. It will ultimately deliver Broadband speeds of at least 20mbps to 90% of households in North East Somerset with 100% receiving at least 2mbps. This will take three or so years to roll out. However, BT and B&NES have still not published the roll out timetable and coverage. Obviously areas of greatest need should receive the investment first. The programme will involve the installation of new fibre optic cabling.
Core Strategy: the final housing figure agreed by B&NES is 12,700. For rural areas this means RA1 villages will be expected to accommodate up to 50 houses over the plan period (to 2029). This is up from 30 houses. RA2 village will now be expected to accommodate 15 houses. B&NES ultimately agreed to remove some land on the outskirts of Bath and Keynsham from the Green Belt in order to allow for new housing. As a result we have asked that they seek to replace this lost land by extending the Green Belt to the south of the district.

Planning: representations have been made to B&NES over concerns about planning. We have raised concerns over inconsistencies in the granting of planning consent as well as anomalies on enforcement action. We are therefore lobbying the Chief Executive and the new Strategic Director for Place (Louise Fradd) whose responsibilities include planning.

Highways: no additional funding has been put into highway maintenance this year, over and above that provided by basic government grant. This is in contrast to previous years where an extra £3M was put in and in contrast to neighbouring North Somerset Council who have put in an extra £1M.
20mph limits & cycle routes: B&NES is spending just over £500k on rolling out 20pmh limits in residential areas plus a further £500k on cycle routes.

8.
CONSULTATION ON CHANGES TO THE MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE

B&NES proposes removing two stops from the Bishop Sutton route – Red Lion and Highmead Gardens. The reasons given seem sensible but we feel there should be no further cuts or the service may not remain viable.
9.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS, PAVEMENTS, DITCHES & DRAINS
i) A368. The gully near Sutton Court Lodge needs emptying. This will be reported to B&NES.
10.
FOOTPATHS

CL20/21 Hillside Gardens. It was reported that a tree has fallen over the path at the start of this footpath. This will be reported to B&NES.
11.
FINANCES

i)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£1,692.38
Clubs & Societies Reserve



£24,285.41
Cheques to pay: -

Oak Accountancy Services (1521)


£38.40
Bishop Sutton School Society (1522)

£220.00
Filer’s Coaches (1523)



£125.00

Parish Cleaner (1524)



£132.05
Clerk’s Salary (1525)



£295.11
Clerk’s Expenses (1525)



£5.00
New Leaf Tree & Garden Services (1526)

£120.00

HMRC (1527)




£68.40
It was recommended that £500.00 be transferred from the Reserve to the Current Account.
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Mrs Balmforth, seconded by Councillor Brewer and unanimously agreed.
12
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 5th June 2013 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.06pm.
PAGE  
4
May 2013

