STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 6th March 2013.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), A Thornhill, K Tatham, R Brewer, Mrs E Balmforth, B Braidley and Ms H Clewett. There was one parishioner present.
1.       APOLOGIES



Councillor R J K Knibbs
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th February 2013 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING


There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Chairman reported that the planning applications for Parcel 9181, Wick Rd (The Batch) and Parcel 3567 Stitchings Shord Lane (Cappards) are to be decided at the Development Control Committee meeting on the 13th March. Both have an officer recommendation of permit.


He also gave details of a debate on fracking which is to take place on 14th March. Further information available from the Clerk or the parish council website.


Councillor Clewett had attended a PCAA meeting which considered the impact of lower passenger numbers on the previously granted planning permissions for extension and building at the airport.
6a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) 14 Bonhill Rd, Bishop Sutton
Erection of a single storey rear extension (Revised resubmission).
Support
6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) 2 Chapel Cottages, The Street, Bishop Sutton
Erection of two storey rear extension following demolition of an existing outhouse.
Permitted.
ii) The Grange, Wick Green, Bishop Sutton
Use of land as domestic curtilage for the continued residential use (Certificate of lawfulness for an existing use)
Lawful
7.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor reported on the meeting of full council at B&NES on 4th March which agreed the changes to the Draft Core Strategy. This will mean an increase from 30 new dwellings over the course of the strategy for RA1 villages to 50 new dwellings over the course of the strategy which will now run from 2011 to 2029. Revised figures for gypsy travellers and show people pitches were also agreed. 
8.
CORE STRATEGY UPDATE

As stated in item 7 the changes to the Core Strategy have now been agreed by B&NES and a period of consultation will begin. As it is possible that the consultation period will end before the next parish council meeting it was proposed by Councillor Ms Clewett and seconded by Councillor Mrs Braidley that the Chairman be authorised to respond to the consultation in the terms of our adopted residential planning policy and report to the next meeting. This was unanimously agreed.

9.
CHELWOOD ROTARY CLUB CITIZEN  OF THE YEAR

There were no names forthcoming so no nomination will be made this year.

10.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS, PAVEMENTS, DITCHES & DRAINS
i) Flooding. Following the request last month several parishioners have contacted us with details of problems experienced during the flooding. These included two along Wick Rd, one in Rushgrove Gardens and one in Stowey Bottom. Thank you to those who replied. These will all be reported to B&NES.
ii) Chew Valley 10K Road Race. Bishop Sutton PTA is organising a road race which will take place on 16th June starting from Bishop Sutton Primary School at 9.30am. Wick Rd will be closed from the school through to Nine Elms for approximately half an hour.
iii) Ham Lane. It was reported that there are several large potholes.

iv) Stowey. It was reported that there are potholes in the road near the entrance to the Old Vicarage, near Stowey House Farm and also on the first bend going up the hill. This will be reported to B&NES.
v) Bishop Sutton Post Office.  The “left over” litter bin near the Post Office is still in place. This has been reported several times and B&NES will be chased on this.
11.
FOOTPATHS

CL20/18 Cradle Bridge, Stowey. B&NES has asked for our comments on suggested options for the repair or removal of this bridge. The members of the Footpaths working party and the Chairman have all visited this bridge. As it lies along the line of the definitive footpath it was agreed to request that the necessary repairs which will also improve access, be carried out. It was also agreed to request for an explanation of how the ridiculous estimate for repairs has been reached.  
12.
FINANCES

i) 
Request for grant from Bishop Sutton Cricket Club

The cricket club has requested financial assistance for maintaining the gang mower used to cut the grass at the recreation ground. It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Balmforth, seconded by Councillor Mrs Braidley and unanimously agreed that £200 be granted to the Cricket Club for this purpose.

ii)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£1,130.95
Clubs & Societies Reserve



£20,582.98
Cheques to pay: -

ALCA (1503)





£223.57

New Leaf Tree & Garden Services (1504)

£95.00
Filer’s Coaches (1505)



£100.00
Stowey House Farm Ltd (1506)


£14.80
Parish Cleaner (1507)



£107.29

Clerk’s Salary (1508)



£290.91
Clerk’s Expenses (1508)



£17.50
HMRC (1509)




£72.60
It was recommended that £800.00 be transferred from the Reserve to the Current Account.
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Tatham, seconded by Councillor Brewer and unanimously agreed.
13
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 10th April 2013 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.45pm.
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