STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 5th June 2013.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), A Thornhill, K Tatham, J K Knibbs, B Braidley and Ms H Clewett. There were three parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES


Councillors R Brewer and Mrs E Balmforth.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meetings held on 1st May 2013 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

i) Recreation Ground. We have been advised by out tree surgeons that the trees on the boundary of the recreation ground nearest the football field are all healthy and that no work is required on them.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

6a) i) Councillor Ms Clewett declared an interest as a neighbour of the property concerned.
6a) i)
Councillor Mrs Braidley declared an interest having already commented to B&NES on this item.

67a) ii)
Councillor Knibbs declared an interest as a neighbour of the property concerned.

5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman arranged a meeting, which District Councillor Vic Pritchard also attended, with Louise Fradd, the Strategic Director for Place at B&NES, regarding planning issues within the parish. The meeting was very positive and Ms Fradd has promised to investigate our concerns and respond by the 18th June.

The clerk has written to Paul Crossley, Leader of the Liberal group and B&NES council, requesting a date for the parish visit that he promised during the Chairman’s recent meeting with him. No response has been received yet.

As part of our regular maintenance checks the Clerk has identified an on-going intermittent fault with the AED at the Red Lion. Having consulted with Clive Setter of  AED Locator, as the device is out of warranty, the advice is to replace the device with the currently recommended model and the Chairman recommends that we do so.

Finally the Chairman highlighted some concerns over a recent request for advice from ALCA on a procedural query, which has had no response at all. As a Parish Council we subscribe to this association and are prohibited from joining one of the neighbouring associations whilst ALCA is in operation. Should this poor performance continue the Chairman believes that we should consider a motion to wind up ALCA at their next AGM

6a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Land to rear of Paysons Croft, Church Lane, Bishop Sutton
Erection of three dwellings with associated works.
At this point the meeting was opened for parishioners to speak.

The meeting resumed and Councillors Ms Clewett and Mrs Braidley took no part in the decision, which was:
Object. This is in the Mendip Hills AONB, is outside the housing development boundary and is also within 20m of a water course.
ii) 1 Yew Tree Close, Bishop Sutton.
Erection of an extension to elevated garden using timber to provide an extended decking area.

At this point the meeting was opened for parishioners to speak.

The meeting resumed and Councillor Knibbs took no part in the decision which was:

Support.

6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Copping Hill Cottage, Stowey Bottom, Stowey
Provision of new vehicular access and hard standing.
Permitted.
ii) 14 Bonhill Rd, Bishop Sutton

Erection of single storey rear extension (Revised resubmission).

Permitted.

iii) Appletree Farm, Ham Lane, Bishop Sutton

Erection of new dwelling following demolition of existing garage.

Withdrawn.

iv) Parcel 9181, Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton.

Erection of 41 two, three, four and five bedroom dwellings including 14 affordable housing units along with the provision of informal public space, vehicular access from the A368, landscaping and drainage.

Appeal against refusal.

v) Stowey Quarry, Stowey Rd, Stowey.

Restoration of quarry by landfilling of Stable Non Reactive Hazardous Waste (SNRHW) including asbestos and inert wastes and the application is accompanied by an environmental statement.

Appeal against refusal.
7.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor was not present.
8.
CONSULTATION ON PLAY SESSIONS AT THE RECREATION GROUND
WPA are looking at running a regular weekly Play session from the Play park on Wick Rd, Bishops Sutton. They ran a play day from this park in the Easter break and say it was a great day and considering they have not run any open access play from the Chew Valley area, they had a brilliant turn out and great feedback from very interested community members. 

They are running a consultation with parents and children from Bishop Sutton Primary on the 6th June from 3.15pm and would like to see if they can obtain any relevant background information on the area that could be of use.

9.
FOLLOW UP ON MOBILE YOUTH REPORT


It was agreed that we should investigate further the matter of additional skate 

facilities and this will be included on the agenda for the next meeting. 

10.
CPRE


It was confirmed that the Parish Council is a member of CPRE.

11.
FRACKING

It was brought to the Parish Council’s attention that there is likely to be some considerable disruption from drilling at nearby sites in this area. A public meeting is to be held on the 10th June at the Old School Rooms, Chew Magna from 7-9pm.

12.
REPORT FROM PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT WORKING PARTY

The terms of reference for this working party were agreed. It was also agreed that future agendas and minutes would carry a small paragraph encouraging parishioners to attend the monthly surgery or to contact us with their views.
13.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS, PAVEMENTS, DITCHES & DRAINS
i) Wick Rd. It was reported that the hedge at New House near the village hall is overhanging the pavement. This will be reported to B&NES.
ii) Verges around the lake. It was reported that the verges around the lake are also overgrown. This will be reported to B&NES.

14.
FOOTPATHS

There was nothing to report.
15.
FINANCES

i)
To approve the Statement of Accounts for the 2012-2013 Annual Return.

The Responsible Financial Officer confirmed that a review of the Internal Audit procedures has taken place. It was proposed by Councillor Knibbs and seconded by Councillor Tatham that the Statement of Accounts as reported in the Annual Return be approved. This was unanimously agreed. The Statement was duly signed.

ii) To approve the Annual Governance Statement for the 2012-2013 Annual Return.

It was proposed by Councillor Knibbs and seconded by Councillor Tatham that the Statement of Governance as reported in the Annual Return be approved. This was unanimously agreed. The Statement was duly signed. 

iii) Request for grant from the Stowey Sutton Action Group.

Councillors Ms Clewett and Mrs Braidley declared an interest as members of the action group and took no part in this item.
It was resolved that the Council in accordance with its powers under sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure:-

The sum of £500 to assist the action group with the cost of legal fees and preparing reports for the appeal against the refusal of planning permission for Stowey Quarry.

This was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Tatham and unanimously agreed. 

iv)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£1,414.94
Clubs & Societies Reserve



£23,785.41
Cheques to pay: -

Stowey House Farm (1528)



£15.80
Zurich Insurance Plc (1529)



£733.25
A Dyson (1530)




£50.00

The Information Commissioner (1531)

£35.00

Filer’s Coaches (1532)



£100.00

Parish Cleaner (1533)



£107.29
Clerk’s Salary (1534)



£294.91
Clerk’s Expenses (1534)



£32.50
HMRC (1535)




£68.60

New Leaf Tree & Garden Services (1536)

£130.00

AED Locator (EU) Ltd (1537)


£1,170.00
Stowey Sutton Action Group (1538)

£500.00

It was recommended that £3,000.00 be transferred from the Reserve to the Current Account.
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Mrs Braidley, seconded by Councillor Thornhill and unanimously agreed.
16
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 3rd July 2013 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.08pm.
The Parish Council has an open surgery prior to each Council meeting where individuals or groups can turn up and raise issues outside of the formal agenda. The surgery runs from 7.15 to 7.30 at the Methodist Hall on the first Wednesday of every calendar month.
Parish Councillors want to hear your views on parish/community issues. Should you wish to meet a councillor or invite one to a meeting or event please contact the Parish Council Clerk clerk@stoweysuttonpc.org or telephone 01275 333328. The Parish Council recognises that the Parish Community is changing and evolving and the Council wishes to be responsive and adapt accordingly.  
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