STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 4th December 2013.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), K Tatham, J K Knibbs, A Thornhill, Mrs E Balmforth, R Brent, Mrs B Braidley and Ms H Clewett. There was one parishioner present.
1.       APOLOGIES


Councillor R Brewer.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 7th November 2013 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

Councillor Betton declared an interest as a neighbour for item 6h).
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman welcomed Councillor Brent to his first meeting.
6a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

None received.
6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS


None received.
6c
APPEALS
i) Paysons Croft, Church Lane, Bishop Sutton

Erection of 3 dwellings and associated works

ii) Paysons Croft, Church Lane, Bishop Sutton

Erection of 2 dwellings (resubmission of above).

It was agreed that if the Character Assessment Plan is agreed as part of item 6e Placemaking Plan, then a copy of this will be sent to the Planning Inspector.
6d
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPEALS
i) Stowey Quarry, Stowey

Restoration of quarry by landfilling of Stable Non Reactive Hazardous Waste (SNRHW) and inert waste

Appeal dismissed

 

6e
PLACEMAKING PLAN

As part of B&NES Placemaking Plan we have been asked to produce a 
Character Assessment of the parish. This was produced by community 
volunteers and was moderated by two Councillors. It was proposed by 
Councillor Thornhill, seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and 
unanimously agreed that the Character Assessment dated 28th November 2013 
be adopted by this Council.
6f
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

A public meeting was held at the Methodist Hall on the 25th November, attended by around 20 people, including 3 parish councilors. The meeting was hosted by Councillors Ms Clewett and Betton.

Following that meeting 5 people volunteered to chair working parties to help develop the plan and several more volunteered to join as working party members. Two parish councillors have offered to be involved in the working parties.

The Working Parties are:
Housing & development
Roads & transport

Community & recreation

Business & employment

Public engagement

The Steering Group, consisting of the working party chairs and Councillor Betton as chair, with Councillor Ms Clewett as vice chair, will manage the process directly with monthly reports to the full Parish Council. If anyone else would like to be involved please let the Chairman know as the first meeting of the steering group will be before Christmas.

 At a meeting with Julie O Rourke from B&NES, the progress to date, which includes the development of a draft project plan, committee structure and recruitment, public awareness banners, two other public engagement sessions (one at the WI and one at the primary school) was discussed. A further event is scheduled at the village hall, highlighting the Plan for people attending the school carol concert. The school has also agreed to send Neighbourhood Plan leaflets to every parent in the children's "book bags" this week. 

We should receive the formal acceptance as a Neighbourhood Area this month, as no objections have been received. 
6g
NAMING OF NEW ROAD IN PARCEL 918, WICK RD, BISHOP SUTTON
The Tithe Map produced between 1839 and 1841 for the Parish of Chew 
Magna (Bishop Sutton was then a part of that Parish) has been consulted and it 
was discovered that this field was named Summer Leaze. It was proposed by 
Councillor Tatham and seconded by Councillor Mrs Braidley that Summer 
Leaze should be put forward to B&NES as this Council’s proposed name for 
the new road. This was carried by 7 in favour and 1 against.

6h
TREE PRESERVATION ORDER, MILFORD HEAD, BISHOP SUTTON


Councillor Tatham chaired this item and Councillor Betton did not take part. 
B&NES has made a Tree Preservation Order in respect of trees at Milford 
Head, Stitchings Shord Lane, Bishop Sutton. It was proposed by Councillor 
Mrs Balmforth and seconded by Councillor Thornhill that this Council 
supports this order. This was carried by 6 in favour with 2 abstentions.
7.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor recently had an opportunity to take the Chief Executive of B&NES on a tour of his ward and they visited this parish. 
Various directorates in B&NS have now submitted their service plans to the scrutiny panels in anticipation of the preparation of next year’s budget.
8.
REPORT FROM PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT WORKING PARTY

i) Skate park update. A meeting took place recently with 7 young people 
attending together with one parent and a design consultant from ‘Wheelscape’ 
skateparks.
One of the young people gave a presentation which included photographs and information on possible sites to consider.
It was agreed that a feasibility/outline costs report should be carried out for some of the sites. Other sites are still being explored. The next meeting will be arranged once the feasibility report has been completed.
ii) W.I. Two Councillors attended the November meeting of the W.I. where they talked about the work of the Parish Council, with the aid of a quiz/discussion around answers. There was also general discussion and talk about Neighbourhood Planning, explaining the benefits to the Parish of being in greater control of changes and developments in the Parish from the time that the Neighbourhood Plan is adopted until 2028. There was also a chance to hear what are the best things about living here and what improvements could be made. We hope to be invited back when the draft Neighbourhood Plan is available for consultation/discussion.

9.
PARISH RANGER SCHEME
B&NES is piloting a new scheme and has asked for some monthly priorities for the parish for the new ranger to carry out. It was agreed that this month they would be:
a) Repaint/repair the finger post signs at Bonhill Rd and Bonhill Cottages

b) To ask if he is able to request parishioners cut back their overhanging vegetation when necessary.

10.
CPRE
Councillor Ms Clewett reported that the B&NES District Committee is now up to full strength and has been meeting monthly for the past 6 months.

The CPRE Chair has met on a regular basis with David Trigwell. One success has been the agreement that the Parish Charter is to be re-written as part of the Core Strategy with much greater emphasis on co-operation and consultation. 

Draft Core Strategy – a difficult balance as CPRE do not want to make a blanket ‘no’ to building on any green belt and derail the process. In summary the CPRE response will be -

No to any further development at Whitchurch – reason Bristol City Council is not in agreement and say they were not consulted, inadequate road network into Bristol which will be the main employment area, removal of green belt buffer between Whitchurch and Stockwood.

Broadly OK to Keynsham proposals on basis of rail link to Bristol and Bath.

Southstoke and Weston – to ask questions re number of hectares set aside as far more land than needed seems to be earmarked.

11.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS, PAVEMENTS, DITCHES and DRAINS
i) Ham Lane. It was reported that there is a large pothole in the road surface near Appletree Farm. 
ii) Stowey Hill. It was reported that there is still a problem with the road surface and the camber on the hill and no guard rails along the steep drop on one side.
iii) Brook Copse/Twycross. It was reported that there has been some fly tipping here.
These matters will be reported to B&NES.

12.
FOOTPATHS

i) Proposal to divert sections of Footpaths CL20/11 and CL20/12.
A response has been received from B&NES which explains their reasons for the rather complicated route.

13.
FINANCES

i)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£1,117.59
Clubs and Societies Reserve



£23,790.66
Cheques to pay: -

Filer’s Coaches (1575)



£100.00
Stowey House Farm Ltd (1576)


£15.80

Oak Accountancy Services Ltd (1577)

£38.40

New Leaf Tree & Garden Services (1578)

£155.00
K Betton (1579)




£85.16

Parish Cleaner (1580)



£109.37

Clerk’s Salary (1581)



£344.91
Clerk’s Expenses (1581)



£93.78
HMRC (1582)




£81.00
K Betton (1583)




£55.24

It was recommended that £1,000.00 be transferred from the Reserve to the Current Account.
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Mrs Braidley, seconded by Councillor Thornhill and unanimously agreed.
14.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 8th January 2014 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.50pm.
The Parish Council has an open surgery prior to each Council meeting where individuals or groups can turn up and raise issues outside of the formal agenda. The surgery runs from 7.15 to 7.30 at the Methodist Hall on the first Wednesday of every calendar month.
Parish Councillors want to hear your views on parish/community issues. Should you wish to meet a councillor or invite one to a meeting or event please contact the Parish Council Clerk clerk@stoweysuttonpc.org or telephone 01275 333328. The Parish Council recognises that the Parish Community is changing and evolving and the Council wishes to be responsive and adapt accordingly.  
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