STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 10th April 2013.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), A Thornhill, K Tatham, R Brewer, J K Knibbs, B Braidley and Ms H Clewett. There were two parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES


Councillor Mrs E Balmforth and District Councillor V Pritchard.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th March 2013 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING

i) Dog Fouling. The Dog Warden advised that although she has been carrying out regular patrols of the village, she had been unable to find any deposits and requested that we give her specific sites to inspect.
ii) Snow Warden. B&NES has advised that they are not currently taking on any more wardens but the scheme is being reviewed this summer and they have noted our interest and will let us know if there are any changes.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman gave an update on the Development Control Committee meeting which he had attended with Councillors Tatham, Ms Clewett and Mrs Braidley, together with details of meetings that he has had with the leaders of the three main B&NES council political groups, to discuss the housing development situation in the parish in the light of recent planning and Core Strategy developments.

The cricket club has advised that there has been some damage caused to the cricket square by youngsters playing football on it and asked for suggestions to alleviate this problem.

6a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Copping Hill Cottage, Stowey Bottom
Provision of new vehicular access.
Support
6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Milford Head, Stitchings Shord Lane, Bishop Sutton
Erection of nine dwellings
Withdrawn.
ii) New Orchard, Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton
Erection of dwelling (regularisation)
Permitted.
iii) Copping Hill Cottage, Stowey Bottom

Regularise the roof line of the property by raising lower roof section to meet the higher roofline.

Permitted.

6c
DRAFT CORE STRATEGY
B&NES has asked for comments on the agreed changes to the Draft Core Strategy, which will be submitted to the inspector for examination. The Parish Council accepts the amended target of 50 houses between 2011 and 2029. The document still does not contain the amendment which was agreed and minuted in respect of the number of years for the 50 houses to be built. This was agreed to be 18 years and not 5 years and we would like the 18 years to be stated clearly. We feel that in the interim weight should be given to the emerging Draft Core Strategy when determining planning applications. We believe the affordable housing should be social housing and should be for people with a local connection. 

Councillor Ms H Clewett has attended the CPRE meeting on the Draft Core Strategy at Clutton. CPRE will be compiling a document which all parish councils will be able to comment upon. There is to be a follow up meeting on the 23rd April which Councillor Ms Clewett has volunteered to attend. 
7.
FLOODING AT STOWEY BOTTOM
At this point the meeting was opened for parishioners to speak and they gave a report on the flooding at the ford near Overbrook, Stowey Bottom, last November. The meeting resumed and it was agreed to request that B&NES repairs the footbridge over the ford.
8.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor was not present.
9.
PARISH CLUSTER GROUP MEETING

The next meeting will be held on 15th May at the Millennium Hall, Chew Magna starting at 6.30pm. If anyone has any items for the agenda please advise the Clerk before 17th April.
10.
REVIEW OF NUMBER OF COUNCILLORS ON PARISH & TOWN COUNCIL


B&NES has received a request to review the number of Councillors on Parish and Town Councils. This Council is happy with the current number of Councillors permitted. 

11.
RECREATION GROUND


i)
Boundaries & repairs/maintenance. 

Three Councillors have inspected the perimeter of the recreation ground recently and gave a report to the Council. It was agreed to obtain quotes for fencing to the North side, clearing of the ditch on the East side, a professional tree survey and replacement bollards between the car park and the field.

ii) Repairs to play area equipment.
Quotes have been received from Sutcliffe Play and B&NES for repairs to items at the play area. It was proposed by Councillor Brewer, seconded by Councillor Ms Clewett and unanimously agreed to accept the quotation from B&NES.
12.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS, PAVEMENTS, DITCHES & DRAINS
i) Ham Lane. It was reported that there is still a very large pothole here.
ii) Bonhill Rd. Again, there is a large pothole near the junction with Ham Lane. These will both be reported to B&NES.

13.
FOOTPATHS

There was nothing to report.
14.
FINANCES

i) 
Request for grant from Bishop Sutton School Society.

The school society has requested financial assistance for organising the Chew Valley 10K. It was proposed by Councillor J K Knibbs, seconded by Councillor Mrs Braidley and unanimously agreed that £220 be granted to the Bishop Sutton School Society for the cost of printing programmes for the event.

ii)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£9,394.28
Clubs & Societies Reserve



£19,282.98
Cheques to pay: -

Whitehill Direct Ltd (1510)



£1,065.60
Stowey House Farm Ltd (1511)


£15.80
P W King (1512)




£240.00

Bishop Sutton Cricket Club (1513)


£200.00

New Leaf Tree & Garden Services (1514)

£95.00

B&NES (1515)




£450.00

Filer’s Coaches (1516)



£100.00

Parish Cleaner (1517)



£107.29

Clerk’s Salary (1518)



£290.91
Clerk’s Expenses (1518)



£16.50
HMRC (1519)




£72.80
Bishop Sutton Methodist Trust (1520)

£48.00

It was recommended that £5,000.00 be transferred from the Current to the Reserve Account.
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Tatham, seconded by Councillor Thornhill and unanimously agreed.
15
DATE OF NEXT MEETING


The next meetings will be the AGM, the Annual Parish Meeting and the monthly Parish Council meeting and will be held on Wednesday 1st May 2013 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.05pm.
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