STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 3rd October 2012.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), A Thornhill, K Tatham, J K Knibbs, R Brewer, P Dobson, Mrs E Balmforth, Mrs B Braidley and Ms H Clewett. There were three parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES



There were none.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 5th September 2012 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING


There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Chairman reported that so far approximately just over 100 Neighbourhood Plan surveys have been returned. These will be considered at the next Neighbourhood planning working party meeting.
6a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Parcel 9627, Bonhill Lane, Bishop Sutton
Erection of timber stable block consisting of 2 stables and a hay barn and change of use from agricultural to equestrian

Support.

ii) Folly Farm, Folly Lane, Stowey

Removal of condition 5 of application 10/04399/FUL (Change of use from Class C2 to Mixed Use combining Classes C2/D2 for residential education, wedding ceremonies and receptions with ancillary cafe, teaching and workshop facilities (Retrospective)).
Support.

iii) Fiddlers Green, Stowey Bottom, Stowey

Erection of a conservatory to the north west end of property.

Support.

6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Prop Bird Hide at Chew Valley Lake, Brook Lane, Bishop Sutton
Replacement of existing bird hide and refurbishment of the existing path.
Approved.

7.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor reported that Plans to allow hazardous waste including asbestos to be dumped in Stowey Quarry have been rejected by B&NES Planning Committee. This will come as a major relief to local residents. The efforts of the local community in opposing these plans are to be commended and he is proud to be able to lend his support in their campaign. He said a huge amount of effort has gone into putting together a strong case against allowing this waste dump to go ahead by the local action group. Obviously this may not be the end of the matter as the applicant may decide to appeal this decision. If this does happen he will continue to oppose the plans taking the arguments to the Planning Inspector.
He also reported that the verge maintenance programme for 2012/13 has been subject to a budgetary reduction. This has resulted in some safety concerns and extra resources are being deployed to attend to problem areas identified by the public or the Highways team.
Housing outside the housing development boundary at Bishop Sutton will be contrary to the local plan, but because the Council cannot demonstrate a five year supply of housing land they may not be able to defend applications from developers. A place making plan worked in collaboration with the Parish Council and the local community could lead to specific sites being allocated and limiting them to around thirty dwellings only during the life of the forthcoming Core Strategy. He has requested this to be initiated at the earliest opportunity.

8.
VILLAGE HALL


Councillor Tatham attended the recent Village Hall meeting. It was well attended. The temporary beat officer and PCSO explained their actions in respect of nuisance at the hall caused by some younger people with mopeds/motorcycles. This is one of the priorities of the PACT meeting and they are taking the problem seriously and continuing patrols of the area. As the new CCTV can be viewed remotely they have asked if the parish council will ensure no branches obstruct the cameras.


The Village Hall committee also has plans for some alterations at the rear of the hall and these plans can be viewed at the hall. For clarification, the Village Hall is the responsibility of a committee and the car park and recreation ground is the responsibility of the parish council. The next Village Hall committee meeting will be held on the 12th November.

9.
RECREATION GROUND


Bishop Sutton Cricket Club has requested permission to use the recreation ground for cricket for the 2013 season. The parish council is happy for them to use the ground subject to the usual condition of providing evidence of their liability insurance.
10.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS & PAVEMENTS

i) The Street, Stowey. It was reported that the trees/hedges between the Church and Manor Farm are overhanging the pavement. The clerk will contact the landowners.
ii) Bonhill Lane, Bishop Sutton. It was reported that there are several overgrown hedges.
iii) Redlands Lane, Bishop Sutton. It was reported that there are several overgrown hedges along the lane.
iv) Honeygaston Lane, Stowey. It was reported that there are several overgrown hedges along the lane. The clerk will report the above to B&NES.
v)  Ditch in Ham Lane. Bristol Water have previously agreed to maintain this and will be requested to clear it to help avoid flooding in the lane.
11.
FOOTPATHS

CL20/28 Stitchings Shord Lane to Rushgrove Gardens. It was reported that this footpath is very overgrown. This will be reported to B&NES.
12.
FINANCES

i)
Clerk’s salary review.

It was proposed by Councillor Knibbs that the Clerk’s salary be increased according to NALC guidelines to £335.55 per month as from 1st September 2012. This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed.


ii)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£8,959.80
Clubs & Societies Reserve



£16,078.03
Cheques to pay: -

New Leaf Tree & Garden Services (1468)

£170.00
Filer’s Coaches (1469)



£100.00
Stowey House Farm Ltd (1470)


£14.80
B&NES (1471)




£450.00


ALCA (1472)





£30.00
Parish Cleaner (1473)



£105.38
Clerk’s Salary (1474)



£281.91
Clerk’s Expenses (1474)



£3.00
HMRC (1475)




£70.40
AED Locator (E.U) Ltd (1476)


£108.00
It was recommended that £6,500.00 be transferred from the Current to the Reserve Account.
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Mrs Balmforth, seconded by Councillor Knibbs and unanimously agreed.
The Audit papers have been received duly signed by the auditors.

13
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 7th November 2012 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.15pm.
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