STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 7th November 2012.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), A Thornhill, K Tatham, J K Knibbs, R Brewer, Mrs B Braidley and Ms H Clewett. There were twelve parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES



Councillors P Dobson and Mrs E Balmforth.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd October 2012 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING


There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

There was nothing to report which is not covered elsewhere on the agenda.
6a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Parcel 3567, Stitchings Shord Lane, Bishop Sutton
Erection of 35 dwellings and associated infrastructure (Outline).

At this point the meeting was opened to allow parishioners to speak. The meeting resumed with the following decision.

Object. 
This Parish Council has developed a number of policies to help us balance the demands of district and national policies with the wishes of Parishioners; the Residential Planning Policy, which has been in place since 2008 (reviewed 2012) is fully in compliance with the B&NES draft core strategy.
Our residential planning policy supports infill developments, within the existing village housing development boundary, of two to three houses per year, a target which we have met over recent years. This will allow us to reach the target of 30 to 35 new dwellings over the life of the core strategy.
The Parish Council has completed a desk survey of the parish and believes that there is sufficient land supply within the existing housing development boundary to support the number of additional dwelling units required by the draft core strategy.
The Parish policy is to avoid large developments, particularly those which are outside the existing development boundary.
In September 2012 the Parish Council conducted a survey of all households within the Parish and over 80% of the responses were in support of the existing parish residential planning policy, 
Therefore this application is not compliant with the Parish Residential Planning Policy & should be refused on these grounds.
As this application is for 35 dwellings in a single development at the very start of the core strategy cycle it will take the full allocation of additional dwellings that this community is expected to accommodate over the life of the core strategy, the recent pattern for infill development applications would suggest that, if permitted, this will lead to development which exceeds the core strategy target for this parish over the life of that strategy. 
Therefore the application should be refused on these grounds.
The application site is outside the existing housing development boundary & as no exceptional circumstances have been identified, is not in compliance with the draft core strategy.
Therefore the application should be refused on these grounds.
The application proposes using the existing access road into the Cappards development, The Parish Council does not believe that this roadway can safely support the additional vehicle movements that 35 additional dwellings will bring, as there is currently frequent roadside parking on this access road, making pedestrian crossing and access difficult. 
We believe that this application should be refused on these grounds.
ii) 1 Cappards Rd, Bishop Sutton.
Extension of 1.8m rear stone wall around side of domestic residence to follow property boundary alongside pavement, stepping down to lower existing 0.9m stone wall at front of property.
Support.

6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Parcel 9627 Bonhill Lane, Bishop Sutton.
Erection of timber stable block consisting of 2 stables and a hay barn and change of use of land from agricultural to equestrian.

Permitted.
ii) Fiddlers Green, Stowey Bottom, Stowey

Erection of a conservatory to the north west end of property.

Permitted.

6c
REPORT FROM PLANNING MEETING WITH DEVELOPERS
The Planning Working party has met with two developers during October. The first being the agents for the 35 dwellings at Parcel 3567, Stitchings Shord Lane for which an outline planning application has subsequently been made.

They also met with the agents for an application for 9 new dwellings at Milford Head, Stitchings Shord Lane. The working party compared this proposal against the Parish Council’s residential planning policy and highlighted to the developers that this proposal does not meet this policy in several ways.

B&NES have previously assured this parish council in writing that Bishop Sutton is only expected to grow by 30 homes in the life of the Core Strategy - this proposal exceeds this total by 30%.

 

The parish policy is for organic growth, within the existing village envelope and this proposal extends the village envelope and as a single large development is not organic.

The parish council can demonstrate that we have historically supported organic applications for development within the existing village envelope that will, if continued, permit us to reach the B&NES target over the life of the Core Strategy.

6d
DRAFT HOUSES IN MULTIPLE OCCUPANCY GUIDNACE FROM B&NES


B&NES has consulted on its Draft Houses in Multiple Occupancy guidance. They have concerns over the number of properties occupied by students within Bath and propose licensing new houses in multiple occupancy and limiting these to 25% of the properties in an area. We feel that, at a time when B&NES is under pressure to provide more housing units, this would be a negative move. It would be better to give more thought to how and where such housing should be accommodated rather restricting it. 

7.
DRAFT PARISH COUNCIL POLICY ON COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY


It was proposed by Councillor Tatham, seconded by Councillor Ms Clewett and unanimously agreed that the following policy wording be adopted.

Community Infrastructure Levy Policy

The introduction of the Community Infrastructure Levy, gives Bath & North East Somerset council the powers to raise a charge against developers and homeowners building homes or extensions of more than 100 square meters, which will generate a significant fund of revenue.

The enabling legislation notes that the bulk of the funds raised by the Community Infrastructure Levy should be invested within the local area in which it is raised.

This Parish Council understands that under the Localism act this investment can and should be directed by the relevant Parish Council.

Based on the needs identified in the comprehensive Parish Survey conducted in September 2012 & recognising the duty placed on the district authority by central government to provide affordable housing, this parish council wish to direct the funds raised by the Community Infrastructure Levy as indicated in Annex 1 of this policy.

We will review the proposed disbursements annually and will ask B&NES for a statement of Community Infrastructure Levy funds raised & spent for developments within the parish for reporting at our annual parish meeting.

	Community Infrastructure Levy Policy
	Annex 1

	

	Item of expenditure
	Percentage of funds raised

	Affordable housing

	70%

	Youth services
	10%

	Public Transport
	10%

	
	

	Contribution to B&NES for wider area infrastructure development
	10%

	
	

	
	



 When the value of this fund reaches £50,000 Stowey Sutton Parish Council will identify a suitable partner to deliver an affordable housing unit within the parish.

8.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor reported that the Budget process has begun at B&NES and this presents itself as the most significant and sustained financial challenge the Council has yet faced.  It is assumed that around thirty million pounds of savings will need to be realised over the next three years.

The intention is to save 45% of outgoings through an efficiency and change programme, 31% through service reductions (frontline services) and raise the remaining 24% through additional income.

At present the commitment remains to freeze the Council Tax in 2012/13 with a planned freeze going forward to 2015. 

These concerns are against a 10% Government reduction in financial support for council tax benefit.  This cut will not be evenly shared amongst recipients as all pensioners and some specialist groups (the most vulnerable) will be unaffected, meaning others could face up to 22% reduction in benefit.

There is a proposal to charge 100% council tax on second homes and empty properties maybe subject to a 150% charge if they have remained unoccupied for a prolonged period. 
9.
REPORT FROM RECENT PACT MEETING

Councillor Tatham attended the recent PACT meeting in Pensford. It was well attended. The Police gave a crime update. There has been an increase in house burglaries recently and residents were reminded not to leave valuable items on show through windows. The current priorities are anti social behaviour both in Pensford and Bishop Sutton. The Police have responded to calls and have regular patrols of the areas. Some letters have been sent to parents. The next PACT meeting will be held on the 5th February 2013 at a venue to be advised.

At this point the meeting was opened to allow a parishioner to speak and resumed with the next item. 
10.
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUESTS

Two requests have been made to B&NES under the Freedom of Information Act. These are a request for information on the number of new build houses given planning permission but not yet built for the whole of B&NES, and a request for information on where B&NES has formed the opinion that there is “local community support for the principle of development beyond the HDB”. As yet no information has been received and the Clerk will chase B&NES on this.
11.
CEMETERY AT WEST HARPTREE


East Harptree Parish Council has raised concerns over recent flooding in the extended part of the cemetery when the brook rose over two feet following the recent heavy rains. They have suggested reinstating the wall between the old and new part and putting a stile over. However, we feel that this will make access very difficult for disabled and elderly users and would prefer another remedy, possibly a ramp. This will need to be discussed further with both East and West Harptree Parish Councils.

12.
RECREATION GROUND

It has been noted that on several occasions recently, one a Saturday afternoon, the chain has been across the access at the side of the Village Hall thus preventing access for the disabled and people with pushchairs etc. Whist we appreciate the reasons for using the chain it was felt that some discussion needs to take place with the Village Hall Committee to resolve this problem and this will be raised with them.

13.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS & PAVEMENTS
i) BOAT at Burledge, Stowey. B&NES has made a Traffic Regulation Order which will come into effect on the 27th November 2012. The Order has the effect of restricting vehicles on Byway Open to All Traffic CL23/41 at Burledge in the parishes of West Harptree and Stowey Sutton. It will prohibit any vehicle exceeding 5 feet in width from proceeding in a length of the Byway and prohibit motor vehicles on parts of the Byway.
ii) Bishop Sutton and around the Lake. It was reported that there are several roadsigns obscured by hedge growth.
iii) Ham Lane, Bishop Sutton. It was reported that there are several blocked gullies in the lane which flooded during recent heavy rain.
iv) Stowey crossroads, Stowey. It was reported that there are blocked gullies which caused some flooding during recent heavy rain.

v) Cappards play area. It was reported that there are some items which need attention.

vi) Stowey. It was reported that the litter bin has still not been replaced.
The clerk will report the above to B&NES.
14.
FOOTPATHS

CL20/30 Ham lane to Stitchings Shord Lane. It was reported that there is sometimes a sign warning of Bull in Field, when in fact the bull is not there and sometimes the sign is not there but the Bull is! 
15.
FINANCES

i)
Budgeting for 2013/14 Precept.

Councillors are asked to consider items for the Finance working party meeting which will take place in December. Local organisations will also be asked if they will be making any future requests for grants. 

ii)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£1,126.31
Clubs & Societies Reserve



£22,580.20
Cheques to pay: -

Bishop Sutton Methodist Trust (1477)

£90.00
Oak Accountancy (1478)



£38.40

Filer’s Coaches (1479)



£125.00
Parish Cleaner (1480)



£132.05
Clerk’s Salary (1481)



£299.03
Clerk’s Expenses (1481)



£15.99
HMRC (1482)




£77.80
It was recommended that £1,000.00 be transferred from the Reserve to the Current Account.
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Thornhill, seconded by Councillor Tatham and unanimously agreed.
16.
CHANGE OF DATE FOR JANUARY 2013 MEETING

As the first Wednesday falls on 2nd January 2013 it was agreed to change the date of this meeting to Wednesday 9th January 2013

17
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 5th December 2012 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.25pm.
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