STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 6th June 2012.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), A Thornhill, K Tatham, J K Knibbs, and Ms H Clewett. There were two parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES



Councillors R Brewer, P Dobson and Mrs E Balmforth.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the Annual Parish meeting, the Annual General meeting and the monthly Parish Council meeting held on 2nd May 2012 having been circulated, were each agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING


There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLOR


At this point the meeting was opened for a parishioner to speak. The meeting resumed and it was proposed by Councillor Betton, seconded by Councillor Ms Clewett and unanimously agreed that Mrs Bernie Braidley be co-opted to this Council. The appropriate Declaration of Acceptance of Office form was duly signed.
6.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

There was nothing to report this month. 
7a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Haybourne, Sutton Hill Rd, Bishop Sutton.
Erection of a double garage and new front boundary wall.
Unable to comment as B&NES has already made the decision (Refuse)
ii) Whitecross Cottage, Burledge Common, Stowey

Erection of single and two storey extensions and alterations to existing dwelling following the demolition of existing extensions and outbuildings.

Application withdrawn.
7b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) 6 Lovell Drive, Bishop Sutton
Erection of a single storey side extension
Permitted.
7c
CONSULTATION ON THE COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY –PRELIMINARY DRAFT CHARGING SCHEDULE
B&NES has confirmed this will apply to all building, including domestic extensions to existing properties, and all floors. The proposed rate of £112 per square metre for this area will mean a two storey extension measuring 60m2 on the ground floor and 40m2 for the first floor, would incur a charge of £11,200. This council feels this levy should not apply to individual residential extensions as they rarely warrant any infrastructure needs. It was also agreed that the proposed rates are too high. It was therefore decided to object most strongly to this proposal. 
7d
CONSULTATION ON SITE ALLOCATIONS FOR GYPSIES, TRAVELLERS & TRAVELLING SHOWPEOPLE  - PREFERRED OPTIONS PAPER


During the last ten years there have been 15 sites (totalling 19 occasions) identified by B&NES of unlawful occupation within the authority. With the exception of two in Keynsham and one in Whitchurch all have been in Bath. We believe this shows that the demand for pitches is within an urban setting and not a rural one and that the selection of proposed sites is almost totally inappropriate as, without even examining the merits of the individual locations, with one exception, they do not meet the demand as demonstrated by the sites chosen over the ten year period. In addition the site at Stanton Wick was scored 17th out of 23 possible sites and we fail to understand how this can then be chosen as one of the preferred top 7 sites. Other concerns include the fact that the land there is green belt, the site is not accessible to services, amenities or public transport and there are unstable mine workings. It would therefore appear that this site is totally inappropriate and it was decided to object to the proposal for a site at Stanton Wick for these reasons.
7e
CONSULTATION ON B&NES HOMESEARCH POLICY


It was agreed to support this policy but with concern over the “Rural Connections” clause which includes the proviso that “in certain circumstances, applicants may be able to under – occupy in areas where there is a shortage of a particular need”. We feel that “certain circumstances” needs clarification to avoid inconsistency in applying the criteria, and would like these circumstances to include allowing applicants with a strong local connection access to housing where there are no properties with the approved number of bedrooms available.
7f
ITEM OF INFORMATION – RESPONSE FROM APPLICANT FOR STOWEY QUARRY

Further information has appeared on B&NES website regarding the above. However, we have subsequently received formal notification from B&NES with a 21 day response time. We believe this does not give adequate time for us to consider and make comments and will be writing to B&NES to complain. This will be included on the agenda for the next meeting.

7g
ADVERTISING OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The applicants for Stowey Quarry have responded with comments regarding their application. Although on this occasion B&NES has emailed those that have objected online, we are extremely frustrated that they have yet again considered it acceptable to advertise this in the Bath Chronicle which has such a low readership in the Chew Valley. It was agreed to once again request that a more appropriate local newspaper is used in addition, particularly with such a high profile case. 

8.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
There was nothing to report this month.
9.
REVIEW OF PARISH POLICY DOCUMENT ON TRANSPORT
The current policy was discussed but no alterations were suggested. The policy will be readopted at the next Parish Council meeting.
10.
FUN DAY
The Chairman produced a large freestanding poster display for the Parish Council which he has very generously donated to the council for use at the Fun Day on 16th June this year. The Clerk agreed to attend with the stand and some questionnaires to distribute.
11.
NOTICE BOARDS


We have received two quotations so far and await one more. This was deferred to the next meeting.
12.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS & PAVEMENTS

Dog fouling is still a problem in Bishop Sutton and this will be raised again at the next PACT meeting which is being held on the 10th June.

Stowey Hill. It was reported that this appears to be subsiding once again. This matter will be raised with B&NES.

The Street, Stowey. It was reported that the missing waste bin near the telephone box has still not been replaced. This will be reported to B&NES.

13.
FOOTPATHS

There was nothing to report.
14.
FINANCES

i)
Request from Bishop Sutton Pre School for a grant for the Fun Day.


Bishop Sutton Pre School has asked if the Parish Council will give a grant towards the cost of the Fun Day this year. As in other years it was agreed to donate £300 towards the cost of the printing or insurance for the event. This was proposed by Councillor Thornhill, seconded by Councillor Tatham and unanimously agreed.

ii) Consultation on the appointment of the external auditors.

The Parish Council has no objection to the appointment of Grant Thornton UK LLP as external auditors.

iii) To approve the Statement of Accounts for the 2011 – 2012 Annual Return.

The Responsible Financial Officer confirmed that a review of the Internal Audit procedures has taken place. It was proposed by Councillor Knibbs and seconded by Councillor Tatham that the Statement of Accounts as reported in the Annual Return be approved. This was unanimously agreed. The Statement was duly signed.

iv) To approve the Annual Governance Statement for the 2011 – 2012 Annual Return.

It was proposed by Councillor Knibbs and seconded by Councillor Tatham that the Statement of Governance as reported in the Annual Return be approved. This was unanimously agreed. The Statement was duly signed. 


v)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£1,825.47
Clubs & Societies Reserve



£18,875.90
Cheques to pay: -

SPOLT (1433)






Stowey House Farm (1434)



£14.80

Oak Accountancy Services Ltd (1435)

£38.40

Filer’s Coaches (1436)



£125.00

A Dyson ACMA (1437)



£50.00

Information Commissioner (1438)


£35.00

Parish Councils Airport Association (1439)
£50.00

Parish Cleaner (1440)



£105.38
Clerk’s Salary (1441)



£211.51
Clerk’s Expenses (1441)



£75.38
HMRC (1442)




£140.80

Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Tatham seconded by Councillor Ms Clewett and unanimously agreed. 
15
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 4th July 2012 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.14pm.
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