STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 4th July 2012.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), A Thornhill, K Tatham, J K Knibbs, P Dobson, Mrs E Balmforth and Ms H Clewett. There were four parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES



Councillors R Brewer and Mrs B Braidley.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting, held on 6th June 2012 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING


There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Chairman reported that a reply has been received from B&NES to our complaint on the handling of the recent planning application for Haybourne, Sutton Hill Rd, which was decided before we were able to comment. 


The Chairman has attended a conference on Neighbourhood Planning at the University of the West of England. 

The Chairman also attended the recent Parishes Liaison meeting in Bath where among other subjects Fracking was discussed and B&NES admitted that they have had a survey carried out into the possible effects on Bath and the hot springs. However, they have not considered any possible effect on the rest of the authority area.


The 30mph speed limit in Stowey comes into effect on the 9th July 2012.

There is an exhibition on the Gypsy and Travellers sites consultation being held on the 10th July at United Reformed Church, Bristol Road, Whitchurch, BS14 0PT. This exhibition will take place between 3:00pm and 7:00pm. Please remember that the deadline for responses to be submitted is 5:00 pm on 18th July 2012. These should be sent to planning_policy@bathnes.gov.uk. 

The query on the scheduled cost of repairs for the Cradle Bridge has been referred to the Structures Section at B&NES and we are awaiting their response.


Finally, a reminder that Bonhill Rd will be closed on the 14th July from 1.30pm until 6.00pm for the Bed Race.

6a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Stowey Quarry, Stowey.
Restoration of Stowey Quarry by landfilling of Stable Non Reactive Hazardous Waste (SNRHW) including asbestos and inert wastes and that the application is accompanied by an environmental statement. Revised plans/information.
Continue to object most strongly. Full details of our comments available on file.

ii) Whitecross Cottage, Burledge Common, Stowey

Erection of single and two storey extensions and alterations to existing dwelling and demolition of existing extensions and outbuildings and extension of domestic curtilage and creation of new vehicular access.
Support

iii) Twycross Farm, Ham Lane, Bishop Sutton
Change of use of existing barn into holiday accommodation.

Support (vote: 6 in favour; 1 abstention).
6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Whitecross Cottage, Burledge Common, Stowey

Erection of single and two storey extensions and alterations to existing dwelling following demolition of existing extensions and outbuildings.
Application withdrawn.
ii) Haybourne, Sutton Hill Rd, Bishop Sutton.

Erection of a double garage and new front boundary wall.

Refused.

6c
PARISH COUNCIL POLICY IN RESPECT OF PLANNING CONSULTATIONS FROM DEVELOPERS AND/OR LARGE APPLICATIONS
Several options were discussed and this will be deferred for a decision at the next meeting. 

7.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor advised that an appeal has been lodged against the enforcement notice served by B&NES in respect of the building in Stitchings Shord Lane. He gave an update on the Gypsy and Travellers Sites consultation which is still in progress. At a special meeting on 18th June 2012 called by Conservative Councillors a Conservative motion to stop the consultation on preferred gypsy traveller sites with immediate effect was defeated as the Labour and Independents supported the Lib Dem position to continue. The Stanton Wick Action Group employed the services of Richard Harwood the Barrister who dealt with the Dale Farm proceedings.  His advice to Council implied the approach adopted by the Lib Dem administration was highly likely to Judicial challenge.
He also gave an update on the situation with the Draft Core Strategy which has now been delayed by the inspector for an unknown period, possibly in excess of 12 months. It is not known exactly what the effects of this delay will be. The Inspector examining the Core Strategy has written to the Council with his preliminary conclusions.  He states that he cannot progress the Strategy until the Council reassesses the level of housing growth that B&NES should be planning to meet.   The Council will need to deal with:-

A backlog of 850 dwellings from previous years, 
Identifies a limited flexibility in the Brownfield First Strategy,

Requires a need to add a 20% buffer to the housing supply because of its poor record in housing delivery

Has inadequate provision of affordable housing and recognises the need for the plan to extend to run for a full 15 years from the date of adoption. 

The Council will need to revert to its existing housing strategy in the interim period until the date of adoption which will need to be signed off by March 2013.
8.
REVIEW OF PARISH POLICY DOCUMENT ON TRANSPORT
The current policy was readopted without alteration. This was proposed by Councillor Tatham, seconded by Councillor Ms Clewett and unanimously agreed.
9.
CONSULTATION ON SUPPORTED BUS SERVICES 
The parish council believes that the service operated by CT Coaches for Chewton Mendip - Bishop Sutton - Weston super Mare, should continue to receive B&NES support as it would appear that the average weekly number of passengers is very reasonable at approximately 50 per week.
10.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS & PAVEMENTS

Church Lane. A letter has been received from a parishioner with concerns about the visibility when exiting Church Lane into Wick Rd as the verge to the left is overgrown. This will be reported to B&NES.
Village Hall car park. A letter has also been received concerning a similar problem when leaving the village hall car park. This will also be reported to B&NES.

Verges around the Lake. Again, the verges are overgrown obstructing visibility and sight lines, and signs. This will be reported to B&NES.

Ham Lane. The recently repaired pot hole has reformed. This will be reported to B&NES.
Bonhill Rd. It was reported that there is a pothole on the section approaching Walley Lane. This will be reported to B&NES.

Pavements/dog fouling. Councillor Tatham attended the recent PACT meeting where the Dog Warden was also in attendance. There is only one warden for the whole of B&NES and she is continuing to monitor the situation. If anyone spots an offender please report this to the Dog Warden.  Other priorities agreed were a continuing high visibility presence to watch congregations of youths in Pensford and Bishop Sutton.

11.
FOOTPATHS

There was nothing to report.
12.
FINANCES

i)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£1,429.20
Clubs & Societies Reserve



£18,875.90
Cheques to pay: -

Filer’s Coaches (1433)



£75.00


New Leaf Tree & Garden Services (1444)

£475.00
Parish Cleaner (1445)



£105.38
Clerk’s Salary (1446)



£281.91
Clerk’s Expenses (1446)



£3.69
HMRC (1447)




£70.40
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Dobson seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed. 
13
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 1st August 2012 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.50pm.
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