STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 5th December 2012.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), A Thornhill, K Tatham, J K Knibbs, R Brewer, Mrs B Braidley, Mrs E Balmforth and Ms H Clewett. There were four parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES



Councillor P Dobson.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 7th November 2012 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING


There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Chairman reported that B&NES is consulting on parish assets and have asked for information of what we consider to be an asset to enable them to compile a register. This will be considered at the next meeting.

There have been some replies to our questions relating to the Play Area. The general consensus seems to be that sand and equipment for younger ages are preferred. This will be considered in conjunction with the budget.


Several applications for funding have been received for the next financial year. The finance working party will meet this month to consider the budget.


A public exhibition was held on the 29th November in respect of building at Milford Head, Stitchings Shord Lane and a full application is expected in the near future.


There is also to be an exhibition of proposed building for The Batch on the 13th December and we would encourage parishioners to attend to give their views. It is likely that there will also be a full application for this in the near future.


The Village Hall committee has responded favourably to our concerns over access to the rear of the hall and play area, although it seems they have not encountered any problems and are generally in favour of retaining the chain. It was decided to consider this in conjunction with the budget.

B&NES has also recently contacted the Chairman asking if we are still interested in having a crossing island near the Post Office. If funds are available they will conduct a feasibility study.

6a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Stowey Quarry, Stowey Rd, Stowey
Variation of condition numbers and 4b of application 07/02328/VAR to extend the compliance period from 30 November 2012 to 30 November 2015.
At this point the meeting was opened to allow parishioners to speak. The meeting resumed with the following decision.

Object. 
The Parish Council does not support this application. There appears to be no evidence to demonstrate an operational reason why this requirement could not have been complied with by the previous operator. The short notice of this application in relation to the compliance deadline, of which there would appear to be an inevitable breach at this point, suggests a cavalier attitude by the applicant to meeting regulatory and compliance conditions and this should be considered in conjunction with any further applications by this operator. Request that B&NES take enforcement action over the breach of conditions.
ii) Stowey Quarry, Stowey Rd, Stowey
Variation of condition numbers 2 and 4b of application 07/02326/MINW to extend the compliance period from 30 November 2012 to 30 November 2015 (Application for the establishment and operation of a materials recycling facility and ancillary development)
Object. 
The Parish Council does not support this application. There appears to be no evidence to demonstrate an operational reason why this requirement could not have been complied with by the previous operator. The short notice of this application in relation to the compliance deadline, of which there would appear to be an inevitable breach at this point, suggests a cavalier attitude by the applicant to meeting regulatory and compliance conditions and this should be considered in conjunction with any further applications by this operator. Request that B&NES take enforcement action over the breach of conditions.

iii) Haybourne, Sutton Hill Rd, Bishop Sutton
Erection of a double garage (alterations to consented scheme)

Support

iv) The Cottage, Sutton Hill Rd, Bishop Sutton

Erection of a single storey rear extension with flue.

Support.

v) Pumping Station, Ham Lane, Bishop Sutton

Construction of a Motor Control Centre (MCC) kiosk to serve new below ground pumps and static storm screen following demolition of existing Sewage Pumping Station (SPS) building.
Support but would prefer some planting to screen the exposed gantry.

6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) 1 Cappards Rd, Bishop Sutton
Extension of 1.8m rear stone wall around side of domestic residence to follow boundary alongside pavement stepping down to lower existing 0.8m stone wall at front of property.
Permitted.

6c
REPORT FROM B&NES PARISH & TOWN COUNCILS WORKSHOP 
Councillors Betton and Ms Clewett attended the recent workshop held by B&NES to give an update on the position regarding planning policy and applications. Further information was also given relating to Placement Plans and timings. Due to the lack of an adopted Core Strategy rural areas are currently vulnerable to development.
7.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor also reported on a meeting he had attended which gave updates on the Core Strategy and reiterated the view that rural areas are currently vulnerable to development.
He also reported that PC Simon Glanfield has resigned and he questioned whether the Police house in Compton Martin will remain in use. It seems that at present this is the intention.
8.
CEMETERY AT WEST HARPTREE FLOODING PROBLEMS

The recent heavy rain has caused considerable flood problems at the cemetery and the brook which normally runs alongside the adjoining field has again overflowed. This was exacerbated in part where the wall has been removed for access to the new field. As an emergency measure East Harptree Parish Council arranged for the brook to be dredged and the hedges cut. They have created an 18” bund which will be graded to allow access. It is proposed to wait until the spring next year to carry out more remedial works. £500 has already been allocated in the current financial year for work at the cemetery. It was proposed by Councillor Tatham and seconded by Councillor Brewer that the Chairman be delegated authority to agree expenditure up to this amount for any immediate costs that become necessary and this was unanimously agreed.
9.
CONSULTATION ON SUPPORTED BUS SERVICES

B&NES is consulting on supported bus services and is considering whether to retain financial support for the return trip on the daily 67 service and the 18.10 return trip from Bristol on the 672 service. It was agreed that both return trips are essential but to consider losing either the 9.14 or 9.51 service as there is slight duplication there if cuts are necessary.
10.
FLOODING IN THE PARISH 

Following more heavy rain recently there were a number of flooding incidents in the parish. We would like to ascertain from parishioners what problems were encountered with flooding of land, houses and roads and would be grateful if this information could be sent to us. Please write to the Clerk at 3 Chapel Cottage, The Street, Bishop Sutton, BS39 5UX or email clerk@stoweysuttonpc.org.

Concerns were also raised about flooding on the land at Cappards Farm where an application has been made for 35 houses and it was decided to write to the planners with this information as an extra objection to the proposed building there.

11.
REVIEW OF PARISH COUNCIL POLICY ON FINANCE
It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Balmforth, seconded by Councillor Mrs Braidley and unanimously agreed to readopt the Finance Policy with one small amendment, as follows.
This Parish Council recognises that the precept which we raise imposes a burden on each household within the parish and that we must be prudent in our budgeting process, however there are a number of areas where the parish council can deliver services at a local level in the most economic way.

It is the intention of this Parish Council to raise a precept at a level which allows us to continue to meet our statutory requirements, together with maintaining those parish assets for which we have responsibility.

In addition we intend to support those organisations and activities within the parish which benefit those living within the parish.

This includes, but is not limited to, support for youth needs provision, transport and cleaning services, support for sporting and educational groups and support for public health and welfare initiatives.

Whilst the Parish Council is keen to react to requests for support as they arise, this may not always be possible and parishioners groups are encouraged to become involved in our budgeting process, providing written proposals for us to consider including in our plans, in December and January each year, any such request needs to include details of the group making the request, the purpose of the request, details of the number of parishioners who will benefit and any way in which the Parish Council can confirm that any funding has been used for the purpose intended.

12.
REVIEW OF THE PARISH COUNCIL POLICY ON BRISTOL INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Some amendments were suggested and this will be considered at the next meeting.
13.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS & PAVEMENTS
i) Litter bin outside the Post Office. B&NES has removed part of the litter bin which was near the telephone box but the base has been left. This has been reported to B&NES
ii) Ham Lane and Bonhill Rd, Bishop Sutton. It was reported that following the recent flooding there are several potholes. This will be reported to B&NES.
iii) Ham Lane, Stitchings Shord Lane, Bonhill, Wick Rd (near Hillside Farm) Bishop Sutton. It was reported that there was considerable flooding in these roads. It was requested that B&NES should consider enlarge the underground pipe in Bonhill where the road often floods. This will be reported to B&NES.
iv) Bonhill Lane, Bishop Sutton. It was reported that the road sign at the junction with Bonhill Rd has been smashed. This will be reported to B&NES.
14.
FOOTPATHS

There was nothing to report.
15.
FINANCES

i)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£1,801.04
Clubs & Societies Reserve



£21,580.20
Cheques to pay: -

Bishop Sutton Methodist Trust (1483)

£36.00
Filer’s Coaches (1484)



£100.00
Stowey House Farm (1485)



£4.80

Parish Cleaner (1486)



£107.29
Clerk’s Salary (1487)



£290.71
Clerk’s Expenses (1487)



£6.69
HMRC (1488)




£72.80
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Tatham, seconded by Councillor Thornhill and unanimously agreed.
16
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 9th January 2013 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.08pm.
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