STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 1st August 2012.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), A Thornhill, K Tatham, J K Knibbs, R Brewer, Mrs E Balmforth and Ms H Clewett. There were four parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES



Councillors P Dobson and Mrs B Braidley.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting, held on 4th July 2012 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING


There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

6v) Councillor Mrs Balmforth declared an interest as a neighbour of 2 Chapel Cottages.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Chairman reported that we have received information that PC Simon Glanfield is currently on sick leave and has been temporarily replaced by PC Gemma Hill. 
6a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Bird Hide at Chew Valley Lake, Brook Lane, Bishop Sutton
Replacement of existing bird hide and refurbishment of the existing path.
Support.
ii) Rose Cottage, Sutton Hill Rd, Bishop Sutton.
Erection of a two storey, three bedroomed dwelling house (outline).
Support

iii) Haybourne, Sutton Hill Rd, Bishop Sutton
Erection of a new double garage (Resubmission).
Support.
iv) Mistletoe Cottage, Sutton Hill Rd, Bishop Sutton.

Erection of a new dwelling on land adjacent to Mistletoe Cottage and a two storey extension and alterations to Mistletoe Cottage.

Support but would prefer the roof height of the new dwelling not to exceed that of Mistletoe Cottage. Also this permission, if granted, should supersede the previous permission granted in February 2011.

v) 2 Chapel Cottages, The Street, Bishop Sutton.

Erection of a two storey rear extension following demolition of existing outhouse.

The meeting was opened to allow parishioners to speak. The meeting closed and it was decided to support in principle but not the first floor extension. Councillor Balmforth did not take part in the decision.
6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS


None received.

6c
STOWEY QUARRY – FURTHER INFORMATION

The Environment Agency received an application for a Standard Facilities Permit from the current applicants for a site permit for waste operation of construction waste up to 100,000 tonnes per annum. This will be a waste recovery operation involving the permanent deposit of waste for land reclamation. Although the Environment Agency does not have to consult with the parish council on this matter, given the high profile of the application, it was disappointing that the timescale involved did not allow us time to comment. It was agreed that we would write to complain about the very short notice available to enable us to comment.
6d
PARISH COUNCIL POLICY IN RESPECT OF PLANNING CONSULTATIONS FROM DEVELOPERS AND/OR LARGE APPLICATIONS.

It was agreed that developers requesting pre application consultation with the parish council will be invited to a meeting with members of the planning working party who will be able to discuss their plans and consider the proposal within the context of the parish councils adopted policies. A report of the meeting containing the following details will be made and minuted at the first full parish council meeting immediately following the working party consultation.

· The name of the person or organisation consulting the working party

· Details of the site discussed

· Brief details of the proposed development

· The working parties comments
The full policy wording will be prepared for adoption at the next parish council meeting.

6e
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING – UPDATE

The working party has been meeting monthly. Last month the questionnaires distributed at the Fun Day were discussed. There has not been a very good return rate for these. It was suggested that questionnaires could be delivered to all houses in the parish, by councillors as was previously carried out for the transport needs survey. Another alternative is to ask if the parish magazine would be willing to either publish the questionnaire within the magazine or to distribute the questionnaire with the magazines. It was agreed to authorise the Chairman and the Clerk to agree a cost of up to £200 to achieve this. This was proposed by Councillor Tatham, seconded by Councillor Thornhill and unanimously agreed.
7.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor was not present.
8.
REPORT FROM PCAA MEETING
Councillor Ms Clewett attended the recent PCAA meeting and gave a brief report. There are moves to provide a monitoring role and a grouping of villages to enable more use of the airport flier bus service.
9.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS & PAVEMENTS

i) Proposed Traffic Regulation Order in respect of the Byway Open to All Traffic, Burledge Common. B&NES has issued a consultation for a proposed Traffic Regulation Order to prohibit Motor Vehicles except Solo Motorcycles using the byway.
The meeting was opened to allow parishioners to speak. The meeting closed and the matter was discussed at length. The issue was put to the vote and carried by three votes in favour and two against with two abstentions, for not supporting the TRO in its current form as it does not exclude motorcycles and this council maintains its position that all motor vehicles should be prohibited as per the original consultation document.

ii) Verges, Chew Valley Lake. B&NES has advised that these are due to be cut around mid August. 

iii) Cappards Farm play area. It was reported that the hedges around the play area are in need of attention. This will be reported to B&NES.

iv) Millennium Garden. It was reported that the sun dial needs weeding. This will be reported to New Leaf. Also there is a large branch from one of the nearby cherry trees in the garden. B&NES will be asked to remove it.  
10.
FOOTPATHS

There was nothing to report.
11.
FINANCES

i)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£1,102.82
Clubs & Societies Reserve



£18,278.03
Cheques to pay: -

Filer’s Coaches (1448)



£125.00

Bishop Sutton Pre School (1449)


£300.00

Bishop Sutton Methodist Trust (1450)

£75.00

Oak Accountancy Services Ltd (1451)

£38.40

Stowey House Farm Ltd (1452)


£14.80


New Leaf Tree & Garden Services (1453)

£140.00
University of the West of England (1454)

£5.00


Parish Cleaner (1455)



£129.70
Clerk’s Salary (1456)



£281.71
Clerk’s Expenses (1456)



£3.00
HMRC (1457)




£70.60
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Tatham seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed. 
12
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 5th September 2012 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.30pm.
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