STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 7th September 2011.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), K Tatham, A Thornhill, J K Knibbs, Mrs E Balmforth and R Brewer. There were thirteen parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES



There were none.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd August 2011 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Chairman gave brief details of the response from the planning department at B&NES to the comments raised by the Parish Council on the matter of Stowey Quarry.
6a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) 1 The Laurels, Wick Rd Bishop Sutton.
Erection of two storey rear extension following demolition of lean-to.
Support.

6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Little Bonhill, Bonhill Rd, Bishop Sutton

Erection of two storey extension to west of property to replace conservatory (Resubmission).
Permitted 
6c
RESPONSE FROM B&NES ON PLANNING MATTERS

This was covered under the Chairman’s report.

7.    DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor reported that the new administration of B&NES has decided not to proceed with the proposed new homeless hostel in Bath but as an interim measure to reduce the current provision at Julian House from the present 25 beds to 15 and to fund three and a half extra posts in satellite operations.
He also reported that the current agreement on contentious planning applications, whereby the relevant district councillor is able to request an application be referred to the planning committee for decision, is being reviewed following some instances where such requests have been refused.
8.
RECREATION GROUND

i)
Gate repairs.


Richard Brent of F E Brent & Son has carried out the repairs to the gate, making a new hinge and refitting the sign on the fence. The Parish Council is very grateful to him for this work which he has completed without charge to the Council. A letter of thanks will be sent.

9.
ALCA AGM

The ALCA AGM takes place on 13th October 2011 at Long Ashton. Councillor Mrs Balmforth and the Clerk will attend.
10.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS & PAVEMENTS

i) Weight limit through Stowey.
At this point the meeting was opened for parishioners to speak. The meeting resumed and, following a discussion, it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and seconded by Councillor Betton that this Parish Council requests a weight limit of 7.5Tonnes except for access be applied to the road through Stowey from its junction with the A368 to the junction with the road to the quarry. All were in favour.
It was also proposed by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and seconded by Councillor Thornhill that this Parish Council requests a 30mph speed limit be applied through Stowey from its junction with the A368 to the junction with the road to the quarry. All were in favour.

ii) Hedge at Village Hall. New Leaf have advised that the Leylandii hedge at the village hall needs cutting. It was agreed to ask them to carry out this work.
iii) Recreation ground. It was reported that the surface at the play area is in need of weed spraying. It was agreed to ask New Leaf to carry out this work.
iv) The Street, Stowey. It was reported that there are trees overhanging the “Road narrows” signs, one of which has been broken. This will be reported to B&NES.

v) A368 near Tennis Courts. It was reported that the hedge along the new section of pavement is overhanging the pavement.

vi) Wick Green. Western Power has requested permission to reduce the height of two trees on Wick Green for clearance of power lines at no cost to the Council. It was agreed that they could carry out this work.
vii) A368. It was reported that the drain in the road surface near Wayside is blocked. This will be reported to B&NES.

11.
FOOTPATHS

i)
Ford at Stowey Bottom. It was reported that the footpath over the bridge near the ford has become very overgrown. This will be reported to B&NES.
12.
FINANCES 
i)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£1,295.01
Clubs & Societies Reserve



£12,570.09
Cheques to pay: -

Filer’s Coaches (1371)



£120.00
Mazars (1372)




£162.00
B&NES (1373)




£450.00
Parish Cleaner  (1374)



£172.10
Clerk’s Salary (1375)



£272.99
Clerk’s Expenses (1375)



£32.93
HMRC (1376)




£22.60
Note that the cheque numbers are not consecutive as the bank advised that a cheque book was destroyed after non delivery by the Post Office.

The Audit papers have been received duly signed by the auditors.
It was recommended that £500.00 be transferred from the Reserve Account to the Current Account. Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Thornhill seconded by Councillor Brewer and unanimously agreed. 
i) Clerk’s salary review.
It was proposed by Councillor Tatham that the Clerk’s salary be increased according to NALC guidelines to £325.23 per month as from 1st September 2011. This was seconded by Councillor Thornhill and unanimously agreed.

13
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 5th October 2011 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.35pm.
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