STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 18th May 2011.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), K Tatham, A Thornhill, and R Brewer. There were four parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES



Councillor J K Knibbs
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 6th April 2011 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
There were none. 

4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLORS
A letter has been received from Mrs Balmforth expressing a wish to be co-opted to the Parish Council having been unable to complete the nomination forms for election as she had been out of the country. It was proposed by Councillor Betton and seconded by Councillor Tatham that Mrs Balmforth be co-opted to the Parish Council and this was unanimously agreed. Mrs Balmforth then signed the appropriate Declaration of Acceptance of Office form.
6.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Chairman reported that B&NES have recently suffered a spate of thefts of manhole covers and are asking people to report any suspicious activity they see to the Police or Council Connect on 01225 394041.
He also reported that B&NES are investigating a possible planning infringement at a building in Stitchings Shord Lane.
7a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Little Bonhill, Bonhill Rd, Bishop Sutton.
Erection of a first floor extension to the north of the property and a two storey extension to the west of the property to replace the conservatory.
Support.

ii) Manor Yard, The Street, Stowey
Erection of double storey rear extension including a balcony and single storey porch extension to front.

Support.

iii) Stowey Quarry, Stowey Rd, Stowey

Restoration of Stowey Quarry by landfilling of Stable Non Reactive Hazardous Waste (SNRHW) and inert wastes. Revised application.

Object for the same reasons as before - this was not in The West of England Partnership’s Plan for Waste Treatment Facilities – the nearest site contained in the plan was at Keynsham. There are concerns for water safety as there are springs nearby which feed into Chew Valley Lake. Also, the road infrastructure is considered inadequate for the proposed levels of heavy traffic which would be using the site daily.

7b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS


There were none.
8.    DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor reported that following the recent election there was no party with a majority – 29 seats went to Conservatives, 29 to Lib Dem, 5 to Labour and 2 were independent. A coalition of the Conservatives with the Lib Dems was considered but was not possible due to the severe conflict of manifestos and direct commitments. A coalition has been agreed between the Lib Dems and Labour and it is believed this will have an effect on the decisions relating to the closure of Culverhay School, the Bath Rapid Transport Plan and the regeneration of Keynsham.
  
9.
B.O.A.T OVER BURLEDGE COMMON

The Chairman read a letter from the owners of Burledge Common giving information concerning the increasing and damaging misuse of the Byway by off road vehicles which have been accessing the Common and sidelands causing considerable damage to the Ancient Monument and Hollow Way. The owners have been in correspondence with various bodies for a considerable time to try to solve this problem, including the Police, B&NES, Jacob Rees-Mogg M.P, Duchy of Cornwall and English Heritage. B&NES propose to implement a Traffic Regulation Order to downgrade the Byway to a Bridleway to try to resolve the problems. We have been advised that the Police fully support this measure. At this point the meeting was opened for parishioners to speak. The meeting resumed and the Parish Council agreed that a consultation should take place on the proposal to implement a Traffic Regulation Order for this Byway and will write to B&NES and the M.P in support of opening consultation on this matter.
10.
RECREATION GROUND – CRICKET SQUARE
The Cricket Club has advised that there has been some damage recently to the cricket square by the apparent playing of golf. As this is prohibited by Bylaws relating to this area, it was proposed by Councillor Thornhill, seconded by Councillor Brewer and unanimously agreed that a sign warning of this and some of the other Bylaws and including a No Dog Fouling note, should be erected near the recreation ground. 
10.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS & PAVEMENTS

i)
A368/Bonhill Rd. It was reported that there is a large pothole near this junction.

ii)
A368. It was reported that the road surface in the area of the Butchers Arms and Old Pit Garage, is very bad. 
iii)
A368. The query on the zig zag lines outside the school, and the question of a second speed sign, was raised and B&NES will be reminded that we are waiting to hear from them on these matters. 

iv)
Honeygaston Lane. There was a query on the repairs to the ford and Councillor Pritchard kindly offered to check on this.

12.
FOOTPATHS


There was nothing to report.

13.
FINANCES 
i)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£8,362.52
Clubs & Societies Reserve



£8,568.59
Cheques to pay: -

New Leaf Tree & Garden (1304)


£175.00
Stowey House Farm (1305)



£14.30

Oak Accountancy (1306)



£36.00
Filer’s Coaches (1307)



£96.00
Parish Cleaner (1308)



£102.78

Clerk’s Salary (1309)



£272.99
Clerk’s Expenses (1309)



£11.01
HMRC (1310)




£68.20

It was recommended that £7,500.00 be transferred from the Current Account to the Reserve Account. Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Thornhill seconded by Councillor Brewer and unanimously agreed. 
14
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
It was proposed by Councillor Tatham, seconded by Councillor Thornhill and unanimously agreed that the date of the next meeting be changed to Wednesday 15th June 2011 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall, as this will space the meetings more evenly as the July meeting date has already been changed to 13th July. 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.45pm.
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