STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 5th January 2011.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), K Tatham, A Thornhill, E Blackman, Mrs E Balmforth, R Brewer, J K Knibbs and J Hope. There were three parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES



Councillor T Jutsum.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 1st December 2010 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Chairman reported that he has received a letter of resignation from Councillor Ms H Lawton. A letter of thanks for her service will be sent to Ms Lawton. He also reported that there were several roads missed by the recycling teams this week but B&NES has requested that the refuse is left out for  collection and it is hoped to have completed the rounds by the end of the week. Finally, as a matter of note, a planning application result has been received today advising that the application by Sustrans for the extension to the footpath at Chew Valley Lake has been withdrawn.
6a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Mistletoe Cottage, Sutton Hill Rd, Bishop Sutton
Erection of two dwellings on land adjacent to Mistletoe Cottage.
Support.
6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) 12 Sutton Park, Bishop Sutton
Erection of first floor extension above existing garage to provide additional bedroom and bathroom
Permitted.

ii) 2 Sutton Park, Bishop Sutton

Erection of first floor extension above existing garage.

Permitted.

iii) 19 Sutton Park, Bishop Sutton.
Erection of first floor rear extension above existing garage.

Refused

6c
B&NES DRAFT CORE STRATEGY

The Parish Council supports these proposals, with concerns over the requirement for existing public transport links for RA1 villages, together with limited assurances on long term truly low cost housing.

7.    DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor reported that B&NES’ Government grant will be cut by over 21% in the next two years, which is higher than had been anticipated and reflects protection to other Councils who are said to be more reliant on the Government grant. B&NES needs assessment, as determined by the Government's own formula, means a shortfall of £2.5 million per annum in grant which presents a particular challenge given that B&NES is one of the lowest funded Local Authorities. However, preparations have been made for a 30% reduction in funding over the next four years to reflect the poor state of public finances and prudent management of the Council's finances does put them in a better state than most councils.  B&NES has about £23 million built up in reserves compared to about £10.5 million of risk based requirements.  This will help manage the transition and restructuring required but may still lead to over 300 job losses over the next few years. The intention is to avoid any significant impact in front line services in 2011/12 although there will be a degree of prioritisation to ensure the most vulnerable and most disadvantaged communities are not put at risk.

8.
ROTARY CLUB OF CHELWOOD BRIDGE

Nominations are sought for the Community Award 1010/11. Please advise the Clerk of any suggestions before the next meeting.
9.
ALCA – THE WAY FORWARD
At the recent SGM of ALCA it was agreed that ALCA is to continue as indicated in the recent report from the working group for Option A. This means it will have a leaner, more focussed approach than in the past. It provides a way for the organisation to trim its costs significantly whilst refocusing its work on the support and service which the member parish councils have said are their top priorities. This Parish Council has some concerns with this and whether the required level of support and professional advice will continue to be available. As we are unable at this stage to resign from membership of ALCA (resignation letters having to be received by ALCA before 31st December each year) it was agreed to see how the new structure develops between now and our AGM in May.  It was also suggested that a working party might be set up at the Parish Council AGM in May to investigate the possibility of joining a different association next year if this is thought necessary.
10.
FUN DAY 2011

The Bishop Sutton Society has requested permission for The Company of Chivalry to erect 15 medieval tents over the weekend of the Fun Day, from 17th to 20th June 2011. The company has performed at many English Heritage and CADW sites around the country and has procedures in place to avoid damage to the area. They also carry the appropriate liability insurance. At least one member of the society will also be on site during the weekend. This has also been discussed with the cricket club and they are happy with the proposal. It was therefore agreed to give permission for this.
11.
CHILDREN’S SPEED AWARENESS SIGNS

The Bishop Sutton Society indicated in July 2010 that if the Parish Council  reviewed its decision not to support the installation of the children’s designed speed awareness signs after six months and were still of the same view, we should ask B&NES to remove them. This was discussed and a vote was taken on the resolution that “The Parish Council does not support the continued placement of the non standard signs in Bishop Sutton”. This was carried by 4 votes in favour, 2 against and 2 abstentions. However, although we will write to B&NES to request their removal as we believe they are a distraction to drivers, the decision on whether they are removed will be made by B&NES.
12.
PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY ENFORCEMENT POLICY
B&NES has consulted on proposed amendments to the Public Rights of Way Enforcement Policy. The Parish Council supports these amendments. 

13.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS & PAVEMENTS

i)
A368 Sutton Wick. It was reported that there is a large pothole in the road surface near Hillside Farm. This will be reported to B&NES.

14.
FOOTPATHS


There was nothing to report.

15.
FINANCES 
i)
Parish Precept. The Finance Working Party met during December and a balance sheet with budget figures was distributed to Councillors. A decision will be made at the next meeting.
ii)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£455.99
Clubs & Societies Reserve



£13,515.32
PO Investment Account



CLOSED
Cheques to pay: -

New Leaf Tree & Garden Services (1272)

£680.00

Bishop Sutton Methodist Trust (1273)

£45.00
C.P.R.E (1274)




£29.00
Filer’s Coaches (1275)



£60.00

Parish Cleaner (1276)



£102.78
Spoilt
(1277)



Clerk’s Salary (1278)



£100.13
It was recommended that £600.00 be transferred from the Reserve Account to the Current Account. Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Tatham seconded by Councillor Blackman and unanimously agreed. 

16
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 2nd February 2011 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.45pm.
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