STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 2nd February 2011.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), K Tatham, A Thornhill, E Blackman, Mrs E Balmforth, R Brewer, J K Knibbs, T Jutsum and J Hope. There was one parishioner present.
1.       APOLOGIES



There were none.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 5th January 2011 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
9. ALCA - The Way Forward. Councillor Blackman attended the recent meeting of the B&NES group of ALCA where the proposed Localism Bill was also discussed and gave brief details. A report has been forwarded to all Councillors. 
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Chairman reported that the glass in the notice board at the Village Hall has been broken. Also the notice board opposite the Post Office is in need of attention as the backing has become damp. Both will be repaired.
At this point Councillor Knibbs arrived at the meeting.

6a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Stowey Quarry, Stowey Rd, Stowey
Restoration of Stowey Quarry by landfilling of Stable Non Reactive Hazardous Waste (SNRHW) & inert wastes.
At this point Councillor Hope arrived at the meeting.

Object. This was not in The West of England Partnership’s Plan for Waste Treatment Facilities – the nearest site contained in the plan was at Keynsham. There are concerns for water safety as there are springs nearby which feed into Chew Valley Lake. Also, the road infrastructure is considered inadequate for the proposed levels of heavy traffic which would be using the site daily.
6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Chew Valley Lake Walking & Cycle Trail, Walley Lane, Chew Magna.
Enlargement of existing path to create a route for cyclists & walkers from the dam to the picnic area to Ham Lane.
Withdrawn.
7.    DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor reported that the B&NES Cabinet has agreed the Budget proposals to be put forward to full Council on the 15th February.  It has a focus on the protection of vulnerable residents, a Council Tax freeze and a continued capital investment to support economic growth and the Council's Corporate priorities.
 
8.
REPORT ON THE COMMUNITY MEDIATION MEETING

Councillor Tatham attended this meeting and gave a report. Compared to the previous meetings this one was less well attended. The proposal for the Somer League liaising with the football club is still ongoing. The youth council, who had been helped by a youth worker who has now been withdrawn, had ideas that they would like such things as a skate park, a youth shelter etc. rather than a youth club. The next meeting will take place in March and is considered by both Somer Housing and Guinness to be the final meeting.
9.
REPORT FROM PACT MEETING
Councillor Tatham also attended this meeting and gave a report. The priorities from the previous meetings were reviewed. These include high visibility patrols by the Police in Chew Stoke. New priorities were agreed. These include preventing car crime valley wide - the most common crime being theft from vehicles. Also, parking at Chew Stoke Rugby Club and to continue the high visibility patrols with the Police and PCSOs. A smaller Community Police Bus is also being planned for future visits.  
10.
STANDING ORDERS
It was noticed that the Standing Orders item Meetings 1 a) was incorrect as the meetings are currently held at the Methodist Hall and not the Village Hall. It was therefore proposed by the Chairman and seconded by Councillor Balmforth that this be amended to read “....Bishop Sutton Methodist Hall”. This was unanimously agreed.

11.
PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE
A website has now been set up and can be found at www.stoweysuttonpc.org and was displayed to the meeting. This will contain the agendas, minutes and contact information for Councillors and also the parish council’s policies etc. 
12.
ROYAL WEDDING 
It was felt inappropriate to use council funds for this in the current climate.

13.
BENCH AT STOWEY CROSSROADS

It was reported that this bench has fallen into disrepair. It was therefore agreed to arrange for it to be repaired.
 
14.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS & PAVEMENTS

i)
Quote received for maintenance work. A quotation has been received for the garden maintenance work in the parish. This was considered but the Council see no reason to change from the current contractors.

ii)
Parking in Woodcroft. A complaint has been received about inconsiderate parking along the middle access road at Woodcroft. This has previously been reported to the Police who have said they will patrol the area. We have reminded them that this is ongoing and await their reply.

iii)
Ham Lane. There are still vehicles parking too near the junction with The Street thereby obscuring visibility for vehicles existing from Ham Lane. However, B&NES has confirmed that the contractors who will be painting the double yellow lines have a back log of work but this will be carried out in due course.

iv)
A368 near junction with Hillside Gardens. It was reported that there is a large pothole here. This will be reported to B&NES.

v)
Ham Lane. It was reported that there are two potholes in the road near Little Orchard. This will be reported to B&NES.

vi)
Hayes Pond Corner. It was reported that the chevrons have not yet been replaced/repaired. B&NES will be reminded on this.

vii)
Bonhill Lane. It was reported that there is a manhole cover missing near the junction with Walley Lane.

viii)
Stowey. It was reported that the raised pavement has been damaged. This will be reported to B&NES.
15.
FOOTPATHS


There was nothing to report.

16.
FINANCES 
i)
Request from pre school for a grant. The Council felt unable to assist as it is usual to consider a small grant for a specific item of expenditure rather than to assist ongoing costs.
ii)
Parish Precept. The budget for the 2011/12 financial year was discussed in detail. It was recommended that the Precept be set at £16,000. This was proposed by Councillor Knibbs, seconded by Councillor Tatham and unanimously agreed. 

iii)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£39.08
Clubs & Societies Reserve



£12,915.32
PO Investment Account



CLOSED
Cheques to pay: -

Parish Cleaner (1279)



£126.50
Clerk’s Salary (1280)



£178.54
Clerk’s Expenses (1280)



£1.60

HMRC (1281)




£68.20

HMRC (1282)




£68.20

Oak Accountancy Services Ltd (1283)

£36.00

Filer’s Coaches (1284)



£80.00

Councillor Blackman (1285)


£9.62

It was recommended that £600.00 be transferred from the Reserve Account to the Current Account. Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Blackman seconded by Councillor Hope and unanimously agreed. 

17
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 2nd March 2011 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall. There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.40pm.
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