STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 6th October 2010.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), J K Knibbs, K Tatham, R Brewer, A Thornhill, Mrs E Balmforth, E Blackman and Ms H Lawton. There were two parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES



Councillors J Hope and T Jutsum.
2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 1st September 2010 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.
3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

There were none.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Chairman had nothing to report.
6a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) The Lodge, Sutton Court, Stowey
External alterations for the replacement of existing windows and French doors with timber framed double glazing (Regularisation)
Support.
ii) Mead Farm, The Street, Stowey
Conversion of the Henry Strachie studio into a dwelling (Resubmission)
Support and would like the mural to be retained if practicable.
iii) Bishop Sutton Tennis Club, Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton.
Erection of a single storey club house following demolition of existing timber framed building (Resubmission).

Support with a condition that there should be additional provision for parking.
6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) 25 Woodcroft, Bishop Sutton.
Erection of two storey side extension, single storey rear extension and front extension (Revised proposal)
Permitted.
ii) The Vines, Sunnymead Lane, Bishop Sutton.

Erection of dwelling following demolition of existing dwelling.

Permitted.

7.    DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor gave a report on adult social care services in B&NES. Following an annual inspection they have been judged as performing well in all seven categories. He also gave brief details of B&NES draft strategy for dealing with empty properties. 
8.
RESPONSE FROM WESTERN POWER DISITRIBUTION

A letter has been received Western Power Distribution advising that they have no reported incidents of low voltage at Cappard Farm since December 2009. They also state that there have been only 3 other incidents this year. The Clerk will reply asking for further investigation into this matter. Meanwhile, if there are any problems with power cuts or low power, please ensure these are reported to them and a reference number obtained. This will help to get a full picture of the problem.
9.
BISHOP SUTTON SOCIETY

i)
Funday 2011.
The date for the next Funday is 18th June 2011. It was agreed to permit the Bishop Sutton Society to use the recreation ground for this, provided that the Cricket Club has no objection.

ii) Christmas Trees.

The Bishop Sutton Society intends to provide 2 trees in the same locations as last year. It was agreed that the Parish Council is happy with this and will give a donation of £200 towards the cost of the insurance as we did last year.

iii) Bed Race.
At this point the meeting was opened for the parishioners to speak. A discussion of resurrecting the Bed Race took place. Councillor Betton declared an interest when further details became clear. The meeting resumed with a note that the Parish Council supports this idea in principle.    
10.
RECREATION GROUND
i)
Bishop Sutton Cricket Club. A letter has been received from the Cricket Club together with a copy of their insurance details, requesting use of the recreation ground to play cricket for the 2011 season. This was unanimously agreed.

ii)
Quote from New Leaf. New Leaf Tree & Garden services have inspected the Field Maple at the boundary of the recreation ground near the Butcher’s Arms, as a branch has recently fallen into a neighbour’s garden. They have quoted £450 to pollard the tree back to 6 feet as there is some sign of die back. It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and seconded by Councillor Blackman to accept this quote and unanimously agreed.
11.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS & PAVEMENTS
i)
Wick Rd. It was reported that there is an overgrown hedge along this road, near the Village Hall. The clerk will contact the occupiers of the property concerned. 
ii) A368 near Stowey Cross roads. It was reported that a chevron sign has been knocked down. This will be reported to B&NES.
iii) Wick Rd near the school. It was reported that cars have been parked on the zig zags on some occasions. This will be reported to the Police.
12.
FOOTPATHS

i)
CL20/18.
It was reported that the footpath near Stowey Mead is blocked by Japanese knotweed. This will be reported to B&NES.
13.
FINANCES
i)
Cleaner’s Salary Review. 

It was noted that the national minimum wage rate has increased to £5.93 per hour from the 1st October 2010. 
ii)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£8,267.68
Clubs & Societies Reserve



£8,414.73
PO Investment Account



CLOSED
Cheques to pay: -

Parish Cleaner (1253)



£92.80
B&NES (1254)




£450.00
Filer’s Coaches (1255)



£80.00
New Leaf Tree & Garden (1256)


£50.00
Clerk’s Salary (1257)



£314.94
Clerk’s Expenses (1257)



£41.88
New Leaf Tree & Garden (1258)


£410.00

HM Revenue & Customs (1259)


£32.13

It was recommended that £6,700.00 be transferred from the Current Account to the Reserve Account.
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Blackman seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed. 
14
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 3rd November 2010 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.38pm.
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