STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 5th May 2010.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), J K Knibbs, K Tatham, R Brewer, T Jutsum, E Blackman, Thornhill and Hope. There was one parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES



Councillors Mrs Balmforth and Ms Lawton.
2. 
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 7th April 2010 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

There were none.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA

17 Councillor Tatham declared an interest as a member of the cricket club.
14 Councillor Blackman declared an interest as a member of the village hall committee.

5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Chairman reported that work to extend the Cemetery at West Harptree is now nearing completion.
6a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) 25 Woodcroft, Bishop Sutton.
Erection of a two storey side extension, single storey rear extension and front extension (Revised resubmission).
Support.

6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Mead Farm, The Street, Stowey.
Conversion of the Henry Strachie studio into a dwelling.
Refused.
ii) Folly Farm, Folly Lane, Stowey.
Erection of a single storey straw bale outdoor classroom.

Refused.
7.
RESPONSE FROM B&NES ON PLANNING DECISIONS

A reply has been received from B&NES in response to the Parish Council’s query on the apparent inconsistency of planning decisions. However, it was felt that the reply was not satisfactory and this will be raised again with the planning department.
8.
B&NES CORE STRATEGY

B&NES has provided a map for informal consultation with this parish on the preferred areas for development and non development. This will be circulated to the Planning working party for comment at the June meeting.
9.    DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The District Councillor gave an end of year report.

Setting B&NES Budget for 2010/11 recognised the very difficult financial challenges now facing the whole of the Public Sector.  The range of pressures the Council had to consider included the increased demand on Services such as Social Care and Child Protection, which continue to rise.  An increasing backlog of Highways Maintenance, which was subject to an increased deterioration as a result of a particularly severe winter.  A reduction in the grant funding to the value of £2.5m below the Governments assessed level of need for B&NES and ongoing pressures from the Pensions deficit covering the Public Sector.

The Council’s assessment on its general reserves has been held at £10.5m and reserves in excess of this sum have been used to allay specific service pressures on a one off basis. These include an increase of £850,000 to support Children’s Services and an increase of £150,000 to support Adult Social Care.  An additional £3m funding towards affordable housing.  A doubling of the Highways Maintenance budget amounting to £3m, of which £0.5m was brought forward to deal with potholes as a result of the effects of the bad winter.  A total of £800,000 will provide for the early introduction of separate food waste collection from October 2010.  Smaller sums were dedicated to street cleansing and to support the promotion of the area generally.

The budgetary pressures for next year are expected to be considerable as future funding for Local Government is widely regarded to be under threat.


The District Councillor also reported that Avon & Somerset Police say that overall crime across B&NES has reduced by 11.4%, which means that this year we have 1046 less victims of crime. It also means that the reduction of crime in our area has significantly reduced over the last few years to the point where we are seeing crime at its lowest for decades.
10.
REPORT FROM THE PACT MEETING

Councillor Tatham attended the recent PACT meeting at the Village Hall in Bishop Sutton. These meetings are open to everyone but there were not many attending from this parish. An update on crime was given by the Police. The previous priorities were reviewed. Some proposals for the junction of Ham Lane with The Street were discussed, although the Parish Council has not seen these and will be asking B&NES for the details. The new priorities include: to monitor speeding in Sutton Hill Road; to promote Neighbourhood Watch; to continue to monitor the anti social behaviour at Pensford and Norton Lane.
11.
MENDIP HILLS AONB PARTNERSHIP COMMITTEE
The Mendip Hills AONB Partnership Committee has requested nominations for a Parish Council Representative. Ms H Lawton kindly volunteered for this and it was unanimously agreed to put her name forward for this.

12.
VEHICLE ACTIVATED SIGNS
The Parish Council’s preference is for one sign with two locations. There is still some discussion with B&NES on funding for this and there should be further information at the next meeting.
13.
STREETLIGHT AT WOODCROFT
A quote of £325.03 for removal of the light has been received from B&NES. It was proposed by Councillor Jutsum and seconded by Councillor Tatham that this be accepted and was unanimously agreed.
14.
LIGHT AT REAR OF VILLAGE HALL
The Village Hall Liaison working party has arranged a meeting with the Village Hall Committee to discuss this and the proposed CCTV cameras; a report will be given at the next meeting.
15.
BISHOP SUTTON SOCIETY – “SPEED AWARENESS SIGNS”
The Bishop Sutton Society has decided to run a competition to design “Speed Awareness Signs” for the village and would like to have the winning entry installed at either end of Bishop Sutton – similar to those at West Harptree. They have asked for the Parish Council’s comments. It was felt that these types of sign do not really enhance the street scene, are often ignored by drivers and tend to urbanise the area. There is also some question on the legality of this type of sign. The Parish Council therefore does not support this idea. 
16.
BISHOP SUTTON SOCIETY – CHANGE OF USE OF GRANT
The Bishop Sutton Society has requested that the donation of £300 towards the cost of insurance for the Fun Day, instead be put towards the cost of printing the programmes for the Fun Day. It was proposed by Councillor Blackman, seconded by Councillor Thornhill and unanimously agreed that this is acceptable.
17.
BISHOP SUTTON CRICKET CLUB – CHANGE OF USE OF GRANT

Bishop Sutton Cricket Club has requested that the donation of £250 for the repair of the gang mowers, instead be used for the urgent repair of the tractor. It was proposed by Councillor Knibbs, seconded by Councillor Blackman and agreed that this is acceptable. Councillor Tatham did not take part in the vote.
18.
BISHOP SUTTON PRE SCHOOL

The Pre School has requested permission to use the recreation ground for a children’s Fun Day on the 18th July. Provided the cricket club are not using the ground on that day, the Parish Council is happy to allow this.
19.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS & PAVEMENTS

i)
Cappards Rd. It was reported that there is a blocked drain here. This will be reported to B&NES and the question of whether the roads here have yet been adopted by them will also be raised.

ii)
Bonhill Rd. It was reported that the speed limit signs have been damaged. This will also be reported to B&NES.
iii)
Stowey cross roads. It was reported that the drain here is blocked. This will be reported to B&NES.

iv)
Walleycourt Lane. It was reported that there is a very large pothole near the junction at Twycross. This will be reported to B&NES.

20.
FOOTPATHS

CL20/18 Stowey. It was reported that this footpath is overgrown with Japanese knotweed. This will be reported to B&NES.

21.
FINANCES

ii)
Requests for a grant.

a) Bishop Sutton Pre School. 
b) The Pre School has advised that a grant has already been made by the Richard Jones Charity. However, it was felt that, as their original request was for financial assistance with the forest club at the school and this has now apparently been completed, a fresh application should be made at the end of this year for consideration in the next financial year.


i)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£5,574.60
Clubs & Societies Reserve



£2,364.25
PO Investment Account



£7,068.00
Cheques to pay: -

New Leaf Tree & Garden Services (1215)

£350.00
Bishop Sutton Methodist Trust (1216)

£90.00
Filer’s Coaches (1217)



£80.00

Parish Cleaner (1218)



£92.80
Oak Accountancy (1219)



£35.25
Parish Councils Airport Association (1220)
£50.00

Sutcliffe Play South West (1221)


£473.72

A J Wyatt (1222)




£14.02

Clerk’s Salary (1223)



£305.94
Clerk’s Expenses (1223)



£35.49
B&NES (1224)




£325.03
It was recommended that £3,500 be transferred from the Current Account to the Reserve Account.
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Tatham seconded by Councillor Brewer and unanimously agreed. 
iii) Post Office Account. The account with the Post Office has been held since 1992. However, no money has been withdrawn from it since 1996. In view of the negligible rates of interest it was proposed by Councillor Knibbs, seconded by Councillor Tatham and unanimously agreed that this account be closed and the money deposited in the Nat West Clubs & Societies Reserve Account where it will be easier to use should the need arise. This decision will be reviewed annually with regard to the interest rates available. 
22
DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 2nd June 2010 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.40pm.
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