STOWEY-SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in the Methodist Hall on the 3rd March 2010.
Present: Councillors K Betton (Chairman), J K Knibbs, K Tatham, A Thornhill, and Mrs E Balmforth. There were four parishioners present.
1.       APOLOGIES



Councillors R Brewer, T Jutsum, J Hope, E Blackman and Ms H Lawton.
2. 
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd February 2010 having been circulated, were agreed, signed and dated.

3.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
9. Speed of traffic on A368. B&NES has advised that they hope to be able to provide the VAS sign in the next financial year.
4.
MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN MATTERS ON THE 
AGENDA


None.
5.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

The Chairman reported that the contract to extend the Cemetery at West Harptree has been awarded to D H Gibbons Construction following clarification of the outstanding points. It is hoped the work will be completed by the end of March.
The invoice for the streetlight at Woodcroft has been received and the cost has increased tenfold since the last quarter. This has been queried with EDF Energy and further details are awaited.

Councillor Tatham has attended the recent Village Hall Committee meeting where the subject of security cameras and lighting was again raised. The Parish Council is awaiting further information from the hall committee in this respect to enable a grant to be considered.
Councillor Tatham has also attended the recent PACT meeting where the Police gave information on neighbourhood speed watch and the possibility of collating the registration numbers of offending motorists and advising these to the Police. Further information will follow on this matter.

At this point Councillor Knibbs arrived at the meeting.

6a
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) Lynroy, The Batch, Bishop Sutton.
Erection of single storey extension to side and rear.

Support.

ii) Development site between The Bungalow and The Paddock, Wick Rd, Bishop Sutton.
Renewal of application 06/01388/FUL (Erection of one and half storey dwelling as amended by drawings received 17/11/2006).

Support.

iii) Mead Farm, Stowey.

Conversion of the Henry Strachie studio into a dwelling.

Support and would like the wall mural to be retained if possible.

6b
RESULTS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) 50 Woodcroft, Bishop Sutton.
Erection of two storey side and single storey rear extension.

Permitted.
ii) Haybourne, Sutton Hill Rd, Bishop Sutton.

Erection of two storey side extension (ground floor to form self contained residential annexe), side conservatory and single storey rear extension following demolition of existing flat roofed area.

Refused.

7.
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

The District Councillor reported on the new office for the use of B&NES officers and PCSO’s among others, at the Fire Station in Chew Magna. 

He also gave a brief update on the village agent scheme.


The budget at B&NES has been agreed with a 2.5% increase. 

8.
VILLAGE AGENT SCHEME

Viv Morris introduced herself as the new village agent for this parish and the Harptrees. She gave details of the scheme (which has been running successfully in Gloucestershire). This is a pilot scheme intended to bridge the gap left by the lack of local networks for isolated people in rural areas and provide a focal point for help and assistance between people in the community and statutory and/or voluntary organisations.  The Village Agents will promote services and identify needs for individuals that are not currently being met. For further information contact Viv on 07990 627502 or visit www.community-action.org.uk.

9.
WEST OF ENGLAND JOINT WASTE CORE STATEGY

Unfortunately the deadline for comments on this consultation has passed. However there appear not to be any issues affecting this parish.
10.
PENNY FOR YOUR THOUGHTS. CONSULTATION ON TOILETS

This was deferred to the next meeting as the papers are still in circulation.
11.
PARISH COUNCILS AIRPORT ASSOCIATION
The PCAA’s response to North Somerset Council’s Core Strategy was distributed to each Councillor.
12.
PACT MEETING
Councillors Tatham and Mrs Balmforth kindly volunteered to attend the meeting on the 21st April at Bishop Sutton Village Hall. If you have any items for the agenda please advise the Clerk.
13.
B&NES GROUP OF ALCA MEETING
The next meeting will take place on the 19th May at a venue to be announced. Councillor Mrs Balmforth kindly volunteered to attend.
14.
AED LOCATOR - DEFIBRILLATOR
AED Locator has advised that the pads on the Bishop Sutton defibrillator will expire on the 31st March 2010. They have been fortunate in obtaining free replacement pads for the defibrillators that are manufactured by Phillips and so this year there will be a one off arrangement to replace the pads free of charge. The Parish Council is very grateful for this and will write to Mr Setter to thank him for this. 
15.
PLAY AREA
New Leaf has advised that the play area is in need of a moss kill. They have quoted £70 for two sprays. It was proposed by Councillor Tatham, seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth that the quote be accepted and unanimously agreed.
16.
HEDGEROWS, ROADS AND PAVEMENTS
The Street. There is a large pothole in the road outside of the Chapel.
Wick Rd. There is a large pothole in the road outside of the Church.

Ham Lane. There is a large pothole in the road near The Hollies.

Walleycourt Lane. There are still large potholes in the road near picnic area 2.

These will be reported to B&NES.

17.
FOOTPATHS


There was nothing to report.

18.
FINANCES

i)
Cheques for signature.

Details of the current financial situation were given: -

Current Account




£176.69
Clubs & Societies Reserve



£3,263.19
PO Investment Account



£7,068.00
Cheques to pay: -

Parish Cleaner (1203)



£92.80
Filer’s Coaches (1204)



£80.00
New Leaf Tree & Garden Services
(1205)

£545.00

A J Wyatt (1206)




£14.02
Clerk’s Salary (1207)



£305.94
Clerk’s Expenses (1207)



£21.57
It was decided to transfer £900.00 from the Reserve to the Current Account.
Adoption of the Financial Statement was proposed by Councillor Tatham seconded by Councillor Mrs Balmforth and unanimously agreed. 
19
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 7th April 2010 at 7.30pm in the Methodist Hall.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.45pm.
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